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FOREWORD 
 

The Hayama Missionary Seminar is an annual gathering of Christian missionaries 
for the purpose of missiological study, exchange of ideas, and fellowship. (The name 
"Hayama" is taken from the town Hayama in Kanagawa Prefecture where the earliest 
meetings, beginning in 1960, were held.) There is no official sponsorship; the Hayama 
Missionary Seminar is a volunteer association of missionaries in Japan. All persons 
engaged in Christian mission are welcome. 

The theme for this year's conference resulted from a survey conducted at last year's 
conference. The initial idea was to examine the so-called "Toronto Blessing," but the 
committee decided that a wider perspective was needed. So speakers were invited who 
could approach the topic of revival from a variety of perspectives. Dr. Richard Gaffin 
was asked to present a biblical and theological framework focusing on spiritual gifts and 
Rev. Minoru Okuyama to survey the recent history of revival. Testimonies of God's 
work in Japan arising from their own pastoral experience were requested from Rev. 
Scott Douma and Rev. Shinji Amari.  Finally, Dr. Paul Ariga was invited to share his 
personal vision for revival in Japan. 

 As the reader will note from the resulting papers and responses, the speakers 
represented a broad range of theological positions and church affiliations. Unfortunately 
a tight schedule did not permit sufficient discussion of each paper and the committee 
apologizes for this. But every input from participants was appreciated as well as the 
willingness of all to listen to perspectives perhaps differing from their own. 

This diversity of perspectives should not mask the real unity experienced as we 
joined in worship, prayer and fellowship. All in all, I believe that this conference has 
heightened expectations that revival can come to Japan any time. Hopefully it was an 
encouragement to each of us to engage in mutual seeking and in various ways to prepare 
ourselves for the coming revival. 

It certainly is a joy to see that the Hayama Missionary Seminar is continuing on. 
Thanks to every one for spending part of their valuable New Years holidays for this 
purpose. May this book be an inspiration and a blessing for the readers! 

Hereby we would like to extend special thanks to our speakers, Dr. Richard Gaffin, 
Rev. Minoru Okuyama and Dr. Paul Ariga. We are also thankful for the valuable 
testimonies by Rev. Douma and Rev. Amari and for the workshops led by Rev. Himei, 
Rev. Joseph and Rev. Dufty. Thanks goes to Rev. William Stob and Rev. Clark Offner 
for their responses and to those who led us in devotion, worship and music. Gratitude to 
Mrs. Cynthia Dufty and Rev. Tim Boyle for the editing of this book. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge those who faithfully worked with me on the 
1997 Hayama Seminar Continuation Program Committee: Jim Sandholdt, Tim Boyle, 
Laura Shannon, Akira Mori, David Moore, Nathan Elkins and William Stob. 
 
Tokyo, July 1997 
 
 
Erik Frøyland 
Committee Chairman 
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Bible Study on Revival and Renewal 
 

by Erik Frøyland 1 
 
 "O land, land, land, hear the word of the Lord!" This appeal from the prophet 
Jeremiah was the heading of a poster which I still remember well. That was in my 
hometown, Skjold, in Norway, November 3-10, 1957. I did not hear about the preacher 
after that time - he evidently was not a famous man - but everybody knew about the 
revival. I remember how all of us, the fourth grader boys, were sitting in the same pew 
in our large countryside state church building, even though I was the only one of us who 
believed in Jesus. God was at work among us, and many people who never cared about 
God before suddenly confessed their faith and became active in the church. 
 I came to love that word "revival" and often prayed that God would do more of 
it. I prayed that I would live to see such things and become part of it. Yes, I prayed and 
still pray for revival in Japan. As I pray, however, I feel the need for a clarification of 
what I am expecting from the Lord. I am finding myself changing my words to 
something like "Let Thy Kingdom come, Let Thy Will be done in Japan and in me - as it 
is in Heaven!" 
 Let me bring you back to my youth in Norway. After seven years of theology, I 
had learned that even in Norway there is a difference between East and West. It was in 
the autumn of 1974. The Practical Theological Seminary of Oslo University conducted 
our compulsory retreat north of the city, in the valley of Gausdal. The discussion of the 
first night with our professors and the county bishop concerned "Ways to avoid revival 
and how to communicate with the people of revival." That night I did not participate. I 
chose to listen and learn something new. 
 I did learn that Hans Nielse Hauge (1771-1824), a layman who has meant much 
to the revival movement of Norway, made his choice on the bridge south of the Gausdal 
Valley. He proceeded to Gausdal West where a great revival took place. The inhabitants 
of that valley have been blessed several times by renewal and revival while Gausdal 
East never experienced revival. In fact, the people on the east side know the revival 
movement only from the outside. Yes, they are critical but more than that, many are 
hostile to the idea of revival. Coming from the west coast of Norway, from the Pietist 
tradition and being trained at a seminary in the same tradition,  

                                                           
1 Erik Frøyland, a missionary for 18 years with the Norwegian Mission Alliance, is a 
chaplain of a mental health clinic in Tokyo, working in association with the Diakonia 
Center. He is a graduate of the Free Faculty of the Church of Norway and of the 
University of Oslo, and an ordained minister of the Lutheran State Church. 
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it was a tremendous  transition to encounter the theology at Oslo University. To me it 
was no less of a transition to learn the practical consequences of the different theology 
in Gausdal East and Gausdal West. Having Rudyard Kipling in mind, I wonder if "the 
twain shall ever meet - till Earth and Sky stand present at God’s great judgement seat.” 
 We are gathered at Amagi Sanso to share ideas about revival and renewal, and it 
is my hope that whether we come from the East or from the West, we shall be able to 
communicate and to learn something before we go home again. The purpose of 
everyone of us to come here, I hope, is to learn how to let God work in Japan! 
 Let me take this opportunity to greet you from two veterans of Hayama, Marvin 
Yoder and Robert Lee, who both retired last year. I know that they and many others are 
remembering us in prayer while we are here at Amagi Sanso. The Hayama Men’s 
Conference was initiated in 1960 by a Mennonite, Paul Peachey, a Baptist, William 
Hinchman and a Presbyterian, Gordon Chapman. The original purpose of this 
conference was to work reconciliation in Christ among and between mission workers 
and agencies. In humble remembrance of the three men, I hope the conference shall 
continue to serve that purpose. I say so, not only because it is an attractive attitude, but 
because reconciliation is recognized as an element of any revival. 
 

Revival as a Personal Experience of Reconciliation with God 
 
  "Be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me" (Rev. 3:19-20). This Bible verse from Revelation was frequently quoted in 
the revival of my childhood, and word by word I can remember the Norwegian hymn, 
opna hjartans dør, which we sang every night: "Open the door of your heart and let 
Jesus in! Let him be yours for ever! He can fill your whole heart. Why didn’t you open 
the door of your heart before?" 
 The modern "revival movement" seems to refer back as far as John Wesley and 
his Aldersgate experience on May 24, 1738, as Luther’s words about righteousness by 
faith were read to him. He started to preach salvation by faith, "Sola fide", and the 
following revival that spread over the entire English-speaking world carried this 
evangelical key message. Let me mention D. L. Moody as a representative of the revival 
movement of the nineteenth century and Billy Graham as a representative of the 
twentieth century. The style has become that of a mass meeting where the preacher is 
God’s ambassador, making his appeal on Christ’s behalf:  
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"Be reconciled to God!" (2. Cor. 5:20). A personal call is given to surrender and make a 
public confession of faith in Jesus Christ! Being able to point at a special day in your 
life when you experienced salvation, the day of your conversion, became more 
important than the sacraments and Christian fellowship. These and other elements were 
inherited from the Pietists. I tend to see the Pietists' "Ordo salutis", a detailed 
description of how to get saved, step by step, more or less present through all of the 
modern revival movement. 
 As a natural process, the orders of the steps have varied according to the 
background of the messengers, and they have been adjusted to various phenomena in the 
history of revival. Referring to the Toronto Blessing, a critical voice in the Evangelical 
Times of May 1996 concludes that "a four step formula for experiential ecstasy is being 
promoted." I doubt that this observation reveals a loving attitude. I also do not know 
whether the four step formula is understood as "Ordo salutis." I would like to mention 
these four steps, however, as a warning against extreme phenomena and at the same 
time as a warning against a critical attitude to the revival movement, based on rumors 
only. They are: 1) Surrender to Jesus! 2) Soak in the Holy Spirit! 3) Believe in the 
Father’s special blessing upon you! 4) Receive deliverance and healing! 
 With no special reference to the Toronto Blessing, I feel the need to express a 
general fear for any leadership which could remind us of Antichrist. Christ himself 
warned us against rejoicing because of miracles and supernatural phenomena. A healing 
ministry is biblical and important, but the focus must all the time be on Jesus, the healer 
and not on the phenomena (Luke 10:20). Even Christians might be fooled by Antichrist 
when he appears. I am afraid that the world is well prepared to applaud him and follow 
him. The following is written for us to know about Antichrist in Rev. 13:13-14 and in 
Matt. 24:24: "and he performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to come 
down from heaven to earth . . . he deceived the inhabitants of the earth." "False christs 
and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the 
elect - if that were possible." 
 The revival movement reached Japan and the word ribaibaru was added to the 
Japanese vocabulary in the 1880’s. That was in the days when Christianity was 
considered to be the future religion of Japan. When a missionary in Yokohama, John 
Ballagh, stood up and confessed his failure and unworthiness, in May of 1885, 
something happened among missionaries as well as among Japanese Christians. The 
following year as many as 100,000 Japanese became followers of Jesus Christ. 
 Rev. Okuyama is going to teach us tonight about the history of revival, but since 
he is going to limit his speech to this century only, I would like to mention a remarkable 
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 observation: revivals occur in a variety of places at the same time. Another historical 
observation is that in spite of differences in cultures where revivals take place, in spite 
of different customs, different generations and different interpretations of the Biblical 
message, every revival is somewhat like any other revival. The history of any revival 
reminds us of the second chapter of Acts. 
 Our first speaker today will be Dr. Gaffin and he is going to share with us about 
the "Gifts of the Holy Spirit." I hope this is going to bring us right to the center of our 
theme, because revival is a returning back to the initial outpouring of the Spirit.  And, 
dear brothers and sisters, however we might differ in understanding, we shall agree that 
there is one Holy Spirit and one only! Let us further agree to disagree on certain matters. 
We are here not to draw conclusions, but to share "mutual acknowledgment." If I state 
that revival is a unique act of God Himself, I still can see how you and I might be 
important tools for God’s action. The theology of my hometown revival in 1957 was an 
interpretation of 1 Cor. 13:8 claiming that prophesies certainly shall fail and that 
tongues already have ceased. Tongues were not mentioned, nor would anybody mention 
evil spirits; we just did not know about them. My pastor told me, however, on a direct 
question, that an evil spirit in our days is to be called a mental illness. And I was asked 
to stay away from congregations where people spoke in tongues. This may explain part 
of why I never have spoken in tongues myself, but it is not a complete explanation. I 
simply do not know why. I try to be open to God for all he has for me, and it happened 
early in my life that I prayed for people that they should receive tongues. I was quite 
surprised when I heard that they started to pray in a different language. It is my hope that 
whoever we are, this conference will make us aware of abilities and opportunities each 
of us are given to welcome revival in Japan! 
 

Revival as a Restoration of the Faith of Israel and of the Church 
  
 At this moment I would like you to turn with me to Psalm 80, which is Israel’s 
prayer for restoration when she had been ravaged by a foreign power (the Assyrians). 
"Restore us O God. Make your face shine upon us that we may be saved!" (v. 3, 7, 19). 
"Revive us, and we will call on your name!" (v. 18). Isaiah, chapter 57 may be read as 
God’s response to this kind of repentance: "I have seen his ways. . . I will heal him . . . I 
will guide him and restore comfort to him . . . I will create praise on his lips. . . . I will 
give peace" (v 18, 19). This is a restoration of Israel, the chosen people and the chosen 
land as God answers the prayer of King Solomon in 2 Chron. 7:14, "If my people, who 
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are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal 
their land!" 
 I opened this Bible study with the word from Jeremiah 22:29, "O land, land, land 
hear the word of the Lord!" God’s promises are connected to the land and the chosen 
people. Israel was exiled because of sin. It is encouraging to read about kings like 
Hezekiah (2 Kings 18) or Josiah (2 Kings 23), men of God who repented and cleansed 
the land. In the New Testament Paul tells us how Christ "loved the church and gave 
himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her. " (Eph. 5:25ff). It is necessary for us 
to keep in mind the deep meaning of the Hebrew word for land, ha’arets, and the Greek 
word for church, ecclesia, as we study revivals. The history of Israel, as well as church 
history, is a history of revivals followed by periods of deadness and then by the coming 
of revival again. Here revival is understood as a new beginning of obedience to God. 
Just as in the case of a converted sinner, the first step is one of deep repentance. The 
result is more than a personal forgiveness and healing, it is a cleansing and a healing of 
the nation, of God’s people. I hope you understand that I see the Reformation as a 
wonderful revival of the church.  
 In 2 Peter 2:5 we read that Noah was a "preacher of righteousness", warning his 
generation of God’s impending judgement. Though the Spirit sought to bring conviction 
to the rebellious people for 120 years, God finally had to give them up to their own 
destruction. Likewise the wicked inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah scorned grace 
and revival in their day.  
 Ultimately there is either revival or catastrophe. In other words, crisis seems to 
be the condition for revival. Thinking of the two characters in the Japanese word "kiki", 
crisis, the word expresses both "danger" and "possibility." Here we see how important 
they are, the messengers from God, their warning and their intercession. This is the story 
of the prodigal son again, a personal crisis or a crisis in the land seems to be necessary 
to bring people to repentance and obedience. 
 Obedience, however, must lead to unity among the people confessing faith in the 
same God. The unity gives credibility (John 17:23). It is a tragedy in the history of 
revival that organization, economy and personal interest at times have taken control over 
the beautiful work of the Lord, hindered it and even choked it to death. Please join 
Kenny Joseph’s workshop tomorrow afternoon and learn more about this matter. We 
may agree to say that the Holy Spirit alone can produce unity among Christians. But 
looking at Christianity from the outside, it may seem like the church is split on this very 
matter: for or against the Holy Spirit. It is my hope and prayer that some day there shall 
be so much unity, acceptance and love among us Christians, that we do not need to label 
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each other as "Spiritual Christians" (charismatics) or "non spiritual Christians" any 
more! 
 If we trust the Lord to move among us, I humbly suggest that we try to avoid any 
organizing of revival or "revival meetings." Revival is not an effect of religious activity. 
Our preparation for revival is nothing else than that of a faithful servant who is using his 
gifts, laboring for the Lord. The nature of revival is repentance, obedience and unity. 
Making such a statement, however, puts me in the dangerous position of making just 
another blueprint for God’s action in Japan. I shall try to avoid that by introducing my 
third interpretation of revival. 
 

Revival as Awakening 
 
 Some of us, those who are coming from the German language background, do 
not use the Latin expression "revival." We say erweckung or awakening. It is interesting 
that the German expression refers to sleeping Christians, while the Latin refers to non-
believers who are spiritually dead because of their transgressions and sins (Eph. 2:1). If 
revival is for non-believers, renewal might be for believers. Hopefully the picture is 
clear: there is no way that dead and sleeping people can prepare for their own 
awakening, or is there? But those of us who might be alive and awake should be on the 
alert, fighting the spiritual battle day after day! The revival message is not meant for 
those of us who are alive and on the alert. God is pleased with such people! Possibly 
some of us could be used as messengers for revival. It is completely up to the Lord, 
however, to choose and call a messenger, just as it was He who called Noah, Abraham, 
Luther, Wesley or Billy Graham. Whether there is a messenger or not might not be that 
important. It is the same procedure anyway; God speaks directly to the dead and dry 
bones in the valley (Eze. 47:1-15) or he speaks to the church in Sardis: "you have a 
reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Wake up! And strengthen the others who are 
about to die!" (from a Norwegian translation of Rev. 3:1-2). 
 I was encouraged the other day by a note from one of the participants here. Let 
me quote: "I am still alive but in much need of revival and renewal." Thank you! I 
confess that it is the same way with me. I have expectations of this conference, first of 
all because I need help myself. Please, pray for me and let us try to help each other, pray 
together and intercede for each other these two days we are together! 
 November 23, 1996, the 400th anniversary of the beginning of the Japanese 
martyrdom, was announced on the Internet to be a day of special intercession for Japan. 
Think of it, not less than 1.4 million people world-wide responded and promised to set 
apart that Saturday of November 23 for intercession for Japan.  Abraham interceded for 
Sodom. I do not see signs telling me that Japan is more evil than Sodom was, and I trust 
that God will not ignore intercession from 1.4 million people for this country! 
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 In conclusion I would like to mention a promise to repentant sinners from Acts 
3:19, "when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord" (KJV). 
The Greek word for refreshing, ana-psyksis might be translated "revival." It is a medical 
expression describing a situation where pain has been removed. Then people are able to 
breath again and relax. Personally, I have taken this as a special New Year’s greeting 
from the Lord, believing that we can expect anapsyksis in Japan any time. And I hope 
this will carry the full meaning from the Greek:  
 

A refreshing breath of the Holy Spirit! 
A restored relationship with God and with my neighbor! 
Finally: restored health, physically as well as mentally! 
 

 If that is revival, it means: a return to abundant life for ourselves and for our 
land! 
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The Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
 
by  
 
Richard B. Gaffin, Jr.2 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 
 In current preoccupation with the work of the Holy Spirit the large area of the 
Spirit's gifts no doubt attracts the greatest amount of attention. Also, many of the 
differences across the face of contemporary Christianity focus in one way or another on 
this topic. That means that in a single session like this we will have to settle for 
something less than a comprehensive treatment. 
 There are a variety of approaches we could take. We might, for instance, focus 
on trying to sort out and settle the conflicting, often confusing claims being made today 
by various groups and individuals concerning gifts of the Spirit. All told, however, a 
better, more helpful use of our time will be to concentrate on Scripture rather than on 
such claims. What does God's word have to teach us in this matter of spiritual gifts? 
 Even this focusing of our topic, however, will still not permit us to be 
comprehensive; some further limits are necessary. What I propose to do, then, is to say 
those things, as it appears to me, that need to be said first from Scripture; I hope to 
establish a biblical overview on spiritual gifts. Such an approach seeks for the most part 
to be positive rather than enter into controversy, an approach which I hope will also 
prove practical for the concern that every believer in Jesus Christ has, or ought to have, 
about personally exercising gifts of the Spirit. 
 

                                                           
2 Dr. Richard Gaffin is Professor of Systematic Theology at Westminster Theological 
Seminary in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He received his B.A. at Calvin College and his 
Ph.D. from Westminster Theological Seminary. 
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Some Preliminary Comments and Warnings 
 
 Having just said that I wish to take a positive approach, let me proceed to make 
two negative comments!—a couple of necessary warnings that will clear the way, 
helping us toward a truly positive approach. 
 

1. Avoid the "Spiritual Inventory" Approach 
 
 The first negative in our positive approach is this: we have to be on guard 
against an abstract or mechanical approach to the question of spiritual gifts. What do I 
mean by that? If we ask where in the New Testament do we find lists of the Spirit's gifts, 
three passages, all in Paul, particularly come to mind: Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 
12:8-10, 28, and Ephesians 4:11. In them Paul is plainly seeking to list or to itemize 
particular gifts or workings of the Holy Spirit. 
 Now when I warn against falling into a mechanical approach, what I have in 
mind is this: In the entirely legitimate concern for the gifts of the Spirit in our lives, we 
ought not to go to any one of these passages, or to all of them together, jot down the 
listings we find, and then do a kind of inventory on our lives, measuring our lives by this 
list until we come to a particular gift we think we would like to have and then, as it is 
sometimes put, pray and tarry before the Lord to receive that gift. 
 In passing, I'd observe that such an attitude—we might call it the "spiritual 
inventory" approach—may be one that we are especially prone to in our own time. You 
don't need me to tell you that we are living very much in the day of the expert; we rely 
on the specialist. That kind of outlook, present in all areas of life around us, tends to 
carry over into the church; the predisposition, the mind-set, is for me to try to determine 
my spiritual expertise, what is my specialty, spiritually, that sets me apart from others. 
 Whatever merit there may be in this observation, the "spiritual inventory" 
approach is wrong—for at least two reasons. First, some of the gifts listed in these 
passages are intended to be temporary. I’m well aware that statement is debatable; a 
number of Christians today would deny it. But I won't try to argue the case here. Let me 
cite just one example where there is perhaps less disagreement. By God's design, the gift 
of apostleship as mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4 does not continue in 
the church today. So, to be seeking that gift by a narrow kind of concentration on these 
lists would be getting us off track. 
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A second reason why the "spiritual inventory" approach is wrong is that in these 
lists—in any one or all of them taken together—Paul is not intending to be complete. 
We ought not to suppose that together these three lists give the sum total of the gifts of 
the Spirit. A comparison reveals a certain amount of overlap among these lists, while in 
some lists gifts are listed which are not present in the others. That phenomenon—a 
combination of overlap and difference—shows that Paul is being selective and intends 
to give no more than a representative listing of the Spirit's gifts. The lists are only 
partial. You can see, then, what would be happening for us to go only to these lists to 
learn what gifts of the Spirit there are. That would be limiting ourselves and inhibiting 
our vision, because, as we will subsequently see more clearly, there are more gifts of the 
Spirit than are mentioned in these three lists.  
 

2. Avoid Separating the Giver from the Gifts  
 
 My second negative is to warn against separating the gifts of the Spirit from their 
source; in our preoccupation with the gifts be careful not to lose sight of the Giver. By 
developing this point we will soon find ourselves involved in exploring New Testament 
teaching on the Spirit's gifts in a quite positive manner.  
 We can begin here by looking at the vocabulary the New Testament uses for the 
gifts God has given to believers. Several words are used that have the meaning of the 
English word gift, but perhaps the most prominent word in the Greek New Testament is 
charisma. Even if you have never studied Greek or, for that matter, don't know a single 
word of Greek, you can still recognize in that word the much-used adjective 
charismatic; it has been borrowed directly from Greek and simply means "gifted." We 
use the noun when we speak, say, of a politician, or entertainer, or athlete as having a 
great amount of "charisma." By that we mean to say that such persons are unusually 
attractive or gifted. 
 In the New Testament vocabulary for gifts given by God to his people, we are 
bound to recognize that the most basic and comprehensive gift is Christ—not something 
that Christ gives but Christ himself. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 9:15, "Thanks be to God 
for his indescribable gift." As the original King James translation puts it, very strikingly 
to our ears, "his unspeakable gift," that is, his gift that is so great, so truly awesome, that 
it is "beyond words." Similarly, according to Romans 6:23, "the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord," while earlier, in 5:15-17, Christ's righteousness is 
God's gracious gift. 
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 These various passages taken together lead to the conclusion that the great, all-
important gift that God gives is Christ himself. The saving grace of God in Christ, not 
some additional benefit, must be our point of departure in talking about the gifts that 
God gives to his people. 
 Similarly, we may go on to observe briefly that the great gift God gives is the 
Holy Spirit—again, not certain things from the Holy Spirit, but the Holy Spirit himself. 
Recall what Peter promises on the day of Pentecost to the crowd under conviction for 
the terrible thing that they have done in crucifying Jesus. When they ask Peter what is to 
be done, the heart of his (gospel) response is "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven. And you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 
 We ought not to think that Peter was promising his hearers the gift of tongues. 
That conclusion, often drawn from this passage, doesn't necessarily follow. What Peter 
promised was not just one particular working of the Spirit, whether tongues or some 
other gift (although some present may also have been given one or other gift, like 
tongues). Rather, he is promising something much more fundamental. He is promising 
the presence of the Spirit himself, the indwelling power and presence of the Spirit in the 
life of everyone who repents and believes. 
 

3.  Recognize the Unity of Christ and the Spirit in the Gift 
 
 As we are seeing, then, in the matter of the fundamental, first-order gift that God 
gives to his people, that gift is both Christ himself and the Holy Spirit himself. To put 
matters that way is not to deny or forget the personal distinction between Christ and the 
Spirit. But, at the same time, we must be careful not to separate them. We ought not to 
think, for instance, that in our personal experience of salvation God first gives us Christ 
and that then the Holy Spirit is somehow a gift in addition to Christ. Rather, we must 
appreciate the unity, the unbreakable bond, that exists between the glorified Lord Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit. 
 Paul expresses that unity in a most striking and climactic fashion in 1 
Corinthians 15:45 by saying that at his resurrection Christ, as the Last Adam, became 
the "life-giving Spirit" (cf. 2 Cor. 3:17). In view is not a confusion in being of the 
second and third persons of the Trinity but a oneness in the activity of the resurrected 
Christ (as the "last Adam" and "second man," v. 47) and the Holy Spirit. With that 
functional unity in mind, we can say that, in a very real sense, Pentecost is not only the 
coming of the Spirit to the church but is as well the coming of Christ, the glorified Lord 
Jesus, to be with the church. This is almost certainly the sense of John 14:18: in the 
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immediate context (v. 16) Jesus promises the sending of the Spirit, following his 
ascension, to be with the church as Advocate-Helper. In that sending of the Spirit, Jesus 
says, "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you." 
 Again, the promise the resurrected Jesus makes to the church in the Great 
Commission—"I am with you always, to the very end of the age" (Matt. 28:20)—that 
promise is to be understood, at least primarily, not in terms of Jesus' divine 
omnipresence (which of course is involved) but has in view the historic coming of the 
Spirit at Pentecost. The gift of the Spirit—the Spirit himself as gift—is no more or no 
less than the gift of Christ—Christ himself as gift. 
 This inseparable, even interchangeable relationship in the life of the believer 
between Christ and the Spirit comes out clearly in Romans 8:9-10. There Paul is 
involved in contrasting believers and unbelievers, the Spirit and "flesh" (sinful human 
nature). He says, you believers, the church, are controlled not by the flesh but by the 
Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, 
he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, 
but the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 
 Note here the way we encounter different expressions referring to Christ and to 
the Spirit. The passage begins with "you ... in [controlled by] the Spirit" (9a). The next 
clause turns that around, "the Spirit of God ... in you" (9b); now it’s the Spirit in you. 
Then, having affirmed a bond between the Spirit and Christ by identifying the Spirit as 
"the Spirit of Christ" (9c), Paul says that if anyone does not have the Spirit, he does not 
belong to Christ (9d, "belonging to Christ" is equivalent to "being in Christ", which is 
much more frequent in Paul). Finally, at the beginning of verse 10 we have "Christ ... in 
you." 
 Notice what is happening here. Within this brief passage, in close proximity to 
each other, all the possible combinations occur: the Spirit in you, you in the Spirit, 
Christ in you, you in Christ. That way of speaking simply reflects the unbreakable tie 
there is in our experience between Christ and the Holy Spirit; our relationship with the 
one involves a relationship with the other so that, as here, they can even be referred to 
interchangeably. In view are hardly different experiences, distinct from each other, but 
the same experience in its full, rich dimensions. The presence of the Spirit is the 
presence of Christ; there is no relationship with Christ that is not also fellowship with 
the Spirit; to belong to Christ is to be possessed by the Spirit. 
 Moreover, that is so not just because God has arbitrarily made it to be that way.  
Rather, the Spirit and Christ are interchangeable in our experience because of what has 
taken place once-for-all, in back of our experience—because of who Christ is, the life-
giving Spirit and who the Spirit is, the Spirit of Christ.  
 Another example worth noting is Paul's prayer in Ephesians 3:16-17: "I pray that 
out of his [the Father's] glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith." 
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 Notice, once again, how Paul brings the Spirit and Christ together. The Spirit "in 
your inner being" (your inner person, literally, "the inner man") is Christ dwelling in 
your heart. The two are interchangeable; as God's great gift to his people, they cannot be 
separated.  
 

4. All Believers Have Been Spirit-Baptized 
 
 Along a related line, another point needs to be made. As we survey in its entirety 
the New Testament's teaching about the work of the Holy Spirit, we must be careful to 
distinguish the gift (singular) of the Spirit and the gifts (plural) of the Spirit. So far I 
have been talking about the former. But we must not confuse that gift, for reasons that 
will become clear as we go along, with the gifts (plural) of the Spirit. 
 An important principal of New Testament teaching is that all believers, without 
exception, share in the gift (singular) of the Holy Spirit. That truth is taught in a number 
of ways, but most specifically and effectively by Paul in 1 Corinthians 12:13: "The body 
is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they 
form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized with [in] one Spirit into 
one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all given the one Spirit 
to drink." 
 This statement answers two questions that can be put to it. First, who is it that is 
baptized with the Spirit? Paul is clear: all have been Spirit-baptized. The meaning of 
"all" is controlled by the immediate context. Plainly, Paul is not referring to all human 
beings without exception or to all in some other indiscriminate way, but to the "all" of 
Christ's body, to all in the church. With that qualification, however, there are no further 
restrictions. Notice that Paul is not saying that just some in the church, in distinction 
from others, have received the gift of the Spirit, share in Spirit baptism, but that all, all 
without exception, have received that baptism.  
 But if it is true that all are Spirit-baptized, when does that take place, at what 
point in time is the believer baptized with the Spirit? At a first glance verse 13 may not 
seem to address that question. An indication of time is definitely there, however, in the 
preposition "into." Paul says that being baptized with the Holy Spirit is bound up with 
coming "into" the body, that is, coming "into" the church. 
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 Paul is telling us here: we come to share in the gift of the Holy Spirit when we 
are brought into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. To be incorporated into Christ 
is at the same time to be incorporated into his body. The two cannot be separated. It is 
not at some subsequent point, then, but at conversion, at the beginning of their saving 
experience that believers come to share in the gift of the Holy Spirit, to be baptized with 
the Spirit. 
 Some resist this point by arguing that Paul says here that at conversion all 
believers have been baptized by, not in (or with), the Spirit—something allegedly 
distinct, then, from having (subsequently) been given the gift of the Spirit or baptized 
with the Spirit. The debate turns on the force of the Greek proposition (en) as used here. 
 That line of argumentation is weak. Even if we were to concede that here the 
preposition means "by" (an unnecessary concession), the latter part of the verse still has 
to be considered. There Paul goes on to say that "we were all given the one Spirit to 
drink." But that is just another, more picturesque way of saying that all have been given 
the gift of the Spirit. The end of verse 13 is not saying something different from its 
beginning. Paul is a good teacher and repeats his point with parallel expressions; he says 
it one way and then another. His concern is what all believers have in common, that all 
in the church are in possession of the gift of the Holy Spirit as the foundation of their 
Christian experience. Every Christian, we can say on the basis of this passage, is a 
spiritual Christian. An "unspiritual Christian," we may say, is a contradiction in terms. 
 But, it might be asked, isn't that, in effect, what Paul calls these same 
Corinthians believers ("brothers") earlier in this letter (3:1, 3)? True, but his point there 
is hardly to provide a rationale for a presumably lower, second-class of believers. To 
draw that conclusion, as some do, blunts the sharpness of Paul's exhortation. Their 
immature behavior, he wants them to know, is not understandably child-like and 
therefore tolerable, but is infantile, puerile (vv.1-2); it is utterly anomalous.  There can 
be no place in the church for the "jealousy and discord" (v. 3) of which they are guilty. 
Such conduct is not somehow excusable or tolerable immaturity in the church but is 
nothing other than the very opposite ("fleshly," "carnal") of who they are in Christ 
("spiritual"). 
 Notice that in Galatians 5:20, the only other place in Paul where "discord, 
jealousy" occur in sequence, they are among the "works of the flesh" (vv. 19-21), set in 
flat antithesis to the "fruit of the Spirit" (vv. 22-23). Sin is sin wherever it is found, we 
need to remember, even in God's people. For the Corinthians to be acting as they do is to 
be acting as if they were not Christians. For believers to sin is self-contradiction, a 
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 contradiction of their basic identity in Christ. An "unspiritual Christian" is, as we have 
said, a contradiction in terms, as all believers are "spiritual." 
 In a way, my comments so far have largely been preliminary to the topic of this 
talk—the gifts of the Spirit. But the time has been well, perhaps even necessarily, spent 
because of our tendency to be preoccupied in one way or another with some particular 
gift in the plural sense, in a way that neglects the Spirit himself as gift. Let me 
summarize in a way that reinforces the impact of the entire reality we are dealing with, 
the gift is nothing other than the Giver himself. The great gift, in which every believer 
shares, is God himself—God our Father, in Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
We are bound to maintain nothing less than this full, trinitarian perspective on our topic. 
 

Basic Points Concerning Spiritual Gifts 
 
There are three basic points I want to make about spiritual gifts. 
 

1. The Gifts have Great Breadth  
 
 We must recognize the great breadth there is to such gifts. We have already 
gotten an intimation of that earlier in seeing that the lists in Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 
12 and Ephesians 4 are not intended to be exhaustive. The preceding discussion about 
the gift of the Spirit also provides us with an important perspective on the full range 
covered by spiritual gifts: Believers have received Christ, God has given them Christ, 
and he dwells in them by the power of the Spirit. Spiritual gifts, then, are all the ways in 
which God, in Christ, through his Spirit, uses us as instruments in his service. 
 Such breadth is reflected in Paul's use of charisma, one of the Greek words for 
gift. Particularly instructive is what we find in 1 Corinthians, when we move back from 
the word's repeated and explicit usage for spiritual gifts in chapter 12 (vv. 4, 9, 28, 30, 
31) to its next earlier occurrence in 7:7. There Paul says, "I wish that all men were as I 
am. But each man has his own gift [charisma] from God; one has this gift, another has 
that." 
 The context here finds Paul addressing a set of specific pastoral concerns—some 
rather complicated problems that have developed in the area of marriage. But without 
getting into the complexities involved we can recognize that in verse 7 Paul's point is 
that something we properly see as a very natural or mundane matter—the inclination to 
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marry—we need as well to see as a gift from God, in other words, as a spiritual gift. As 
believers in Christ, Paul implies, we are not to separate our spirituality and our sexuality 
or see them in opposition to each other. Rather, for the believer, whether to marry or 
not, with all the attendant issues involved, is ultimately a spiritual issue and is to be 
decided in terms of the spiritual gifts God has given to this believer or that. 
 Taking 1 Corinthians 7:7 and the example Paul uses there as a cue, we may go 
on to make this generalization: everything about me used in God's service—including 
aptitudes that I may have had even before I was a Christian, capacities that I was born 
with—all of my aptitudes and capacities used in the service of God are to be seen as 
spiritual gifts. Scripture itself, then, disposes us to such wide-angle vision on the whole 
matter of spiritual gifts. 
 That point was brought home to me a number of years ago in a indelible way. I 
was speaking on this topic to a group of wives of seminarians, and after the talk one of 
them came up to me, very much burdened that she had not yet found and begun to 
exercise her spiritual gift. Now I happened to know that she was a nurse, involved right 
at that time in a particularly difficult assignment under the most demanding 
circumstances in the inner city of Philadelphia. As we were talking it struck me, here 
she was, exercising this ministry of mercy (see Rom. 12:8), in a most gifted and 
effective way, in the name of Christ and through the power of the Holy Spirit. In 
carrying on her nursing activity she was exercising her spiritual gift without even being 
aware of it. 
 In fact, we should expect that spiritual gifts would have such breadth. The Spirit 
of God is the powerful breath of nothing less than a new and final creation. At work he 
is like the wind, as Jesus says, that "blows wherever it pleases" (John 3:8). God's Spirit 
is his new-creation wind, the eschatological power that takes hold of the life of the 
believer and transforms us from top to bottom. He takes over everything that we are and 
uses us in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Note that this emphasis on the breadth of spiritual gifts is not in any sense 
intended to deny that there are certain gifts that go beyond our "natural" endowments 
and involve capacities beyond our in-born and developed abilities. We can think, for 
instance, of the gift of healing or the gift of prophecy as they were exercised in New 
Testament times. But I have thought it important to remind us that, even as we look into 
the New Testament, we ought not to suppose that spiritual gifts are limited to such 
obviously supernatural activities. 
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2. The gifts of the Spirit are variously distributed in the church.  
 
 In this respect we must distinguish once more between the gifts (plural) and the 
gift (singular). The gift of the Spirit, as we saw, is given to all believers; the Spirit as 
gift is present in the church on the principle of "universal donation." But the gifts, to 
coin a contrast, are present on the principle of "differential distribution"; that is, no one 
gift is intended for every believer. 
 No point in the New Testament, it would seem, is clearer than this. Yet often in 
today's discussion about spiritual gifts it is virtually ignored or overridden. Paul is quite 
clear on this matter. He closes the discussion of spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12 with a 
series of rhetorical questions (vv. 29-30): "Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? .... Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?" 
 The answer to these questions (as the Greek construction makes clearer than the 
English translation given) is "No, all do not." Why is it that?—that all are not apostles, 
and all don't prophecy, and all don't speak in tongues, and so on. Not because some lack 
the faith of others or fail to seek these gifts. Rather, all do not possess any one of these 
gifts, ultimately, because of God's design, because of the make-up of the one body with 
the many different parts. So there is no one gift (tongues or any other) intended for every 
believer. 
 

3. The Gifts Are Subeschatological in Nature 
 
 Related to this point, the gifts of the Spirit are not eschatological realities. The 
perception is widespread today that spiritual gifts, especially miraculous gifts like 
prophecy, tongues and healing, belong to realized eschatology. Paul’s teaching, 
however, moves in a different, even opposite direction. 
 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 are clear: prophecy and tongues are temporary in the life 
of the church. Please note, by the way: my concern here is not the issue often debated 
today of how long Paul says they are to continue. Whether or not before the Parousia, 
Paul says that they will cease. And that, in effect, is to say they have a less than 
eschatological significance. No, the response will come, that conclusion misses the 
point; by the language of cessation Paul intends to show that these gifts belong to the 
"already" of eschatology, but not to the "not yet."  
 But does that reply really work? It has to be asked, can realities of realized 
eschatology really be said, as Paul does, to "cease" and "pass away" (v. 8)?! Can that 
possibly be said of what is eschatological?  
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Such realities, by their very nature, endure. In terms of Paul’s well-known metaphors for 
the Spirit present in the life of the church and in every believer, the arrival of the rest of 
the harvest does not involve the removal of the "firstfruits"; the payment of the balance 
hardly results in subtracting the "down payment" or "deposit."  
 Contemporary discussion of this passage (on all sides, I would observe) too 
frequently obscures or even misses Paul's primary concern: for the present, until Jesus 
returns, it is not our knowledge (along with the prophetic gifts that contribute to that 
knowledge), but our faith, hope, and love that have abiding, that is, eschatological 
significance. In contrast to the partial, obscured, dimly-mirrored quality of the believer's 
present knowledge brought by such gifts, faith in its modes of hope and especially love 
has what we might call an eschatological "reach" or "grasp" (vv. 12-13). 
 I suggest that this reading of the passage helps with the perennial problem 
exegesis has wrestled with in verse 13: how can faith and hope be said to continue after 
the Parousia, in the light, say, of 2 Corinthians 5:7 ("we walk by faith, not by sight") and 
Romans 8:24 ("hope that is seen is not hope")? That question misses the point. The 
"abiding" in view does not take place beyond the Parousia, but concerns the present, 
eschatological worth of faith and hope (as well as love), in the midst of the nonenduring, 
subeschatological quality of our present knowledge, including the word gifts that bring 
that knowledge. Prophecy and tongues, where they occur, are but provisional pointers; 
they are less-than-eschatological epiphenomena. 
 The eschatological work of the Spirit is the resurrection-renewal already 
experienced by every believer. And that renewal manifests itself in "fruit" like faith, 
hope and love, joy and peace (to mention just some, Gal. 5:22-23)—with, I would stress, 
the virtually unlimited potential for their concrete expression, both in the corporate 
witness as well as the personal lives of God’s people. This fruit, preeminently love, not 
the gifts, embodies the eschatological "firstfruits" and "deposit" of the Spirit. However 
imperfectly displayed for the present, such fruit is eschatological at its core. In it, not in 
particular gifts, however important they are for the health of the church, we experience 
the eschatological "touch of the Spirit" in our lives today. 
 All told, then, the New Testament distinction between the gift (singular) and the 
gifts (plural) of the Spirit is a categorical distinction that may not be blurred: between 
the eschatological gift, Christ, the indwelling, life-giving Spirit himself, in which all 
believers share, and those subeschatological giftings, none of which, by divine design 
(as 1 Corinthians 12:28-30, we saw, makes clear enough), is intended for or received by 
every believer. Is this not a point on which charismatics and noncharismatics alike can 
agree? 
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4. The Gifts Are Not Means of Grace 
 
 I move on then to this very important observation: the gifts of the Spirit are not 
"means of grace." That is, they are not given by God as those things necessary for our 
growth as Christians and to mature in holiness before the Lord. It is simply not the case, 
as so often claimed today, that if I get a particular gift (say, tongues), then my fellowship 
with God and other believers will be more warm and vital, my prayer life more 
spontaneous and joyful, my witnessing more free and vibrant. 
 The New Testament never teaches that we are dependent on some particular gift 
before we can do the things that God expects from all his people. We can be sure (and 
comforted) that in the matter of sanctification, in our concern to grow in that holiness 
without which "no one will see the Lord" (Heb. 12:14), he does not put some believers 
at a disadvantage in relationship to others by giving a particular gift to some that would 
advance their sanctification while withholding it from others. For what is necessary to 
our sanctification, our growth in grace and doing God’s will, so far as God's provisions 
are concerned, all in the church, all believers, are on a equal footing; in this respect, we 
may say, our God is an "equal opportunity" God. We all have the word of God, the 
sacraments and prayer. 
 We need, then, to keep in mind the variously distributed character of spiritual 
gifts, the principle that no one gift is intended for every believer. 
 

5. The Purpose of the Gifts is Service 
  
 The gifts of the Spirit are given for service in and for the church. God gives gifts 
to his people not for what they can do for the individual recipient, to enhance or 
heighten Christian experience, but for what they enable that recipient to do for others 
within and outside the church. There is no place in Scripture, including the matter of 
spiritual gifts, for spiritual self-centeredness. There, precisely, is a great deal of the 
problem in much of the current preoccupation with spiritual gifts; in one way or another 
it becomes a self-centered sort of preoccupation. 
 The ministerial principle—that gifts are given to serve others—comes out very 
clearly in 1 Corinthians 12:4-6: "There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of 
working, but the same God who works all of them in all men." 
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 A glance at these verses shows another example of Paul using parallelism to 
reinforce his point—a trinitarian structure this time. On the one side are the three 
persons: the Spirit, the Lord (Jesus), and God (the Father). On the other side are things 
connected with each of these three: "gifts" with the Spirit, "service" with the Lord, and 
"working" with God. 
 This trinitarian parallelism shows that we ought not to think that "gifts" (v. 4) 
refer to something different than "service" (v. 5) and that these, in turn, differ from 
"working" (v. 6). Each of the three is a different way of describing the same 
phenomenon: God effectively present among his people in all of his triune fullness. 
Among other things, then, that means "gifts" are for "service." As Paul goes on to say 
immediately (v. 7), "to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common 
good." Again, spiritual gifts are "for the up building of the church" (14:12). 
 

6. The Gospel is Ministered Through Word Gifts and Deed Gifts 
 
 1 Peter 4:10-11 fairly serves to summarize in large part New Testament teaching 
on spiritual gifts: "Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do 
it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To 
Him be the glory and the power forever. Amen." 
 Notice how the various points that we have been making come through in verse 
10. Peter begins by making reference to the gift, whatever it may be, received by the 
individual believer. That gift, he says, is for service to others. He then ties all this back 
to God's grace: the gifts, for serving others, consist in "faithfully administering God's 
grace in its various forms." 
 Verse 11 advances our discussion by providing us with a two-part profile on the 
entire range of spiritual gifts: "If anyone speaks, .... If anyone serves, ...." All of the gifts, 
in their full diversity, Peter is telling us here, reduce to one of two basic kinds: word 
gifts and deed gifts. Spiritual gifts, to put it another way, are all the ways in which the 
gospel is ministered in word or deed. This dual profile on spiritual gifts points us once 
again to the factor of breadth noted earlier. 
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Determining One's Own Spiritual Gift(s) 
 
 Most, if not all, of us at one time or another have (or ought to have) wrestled 
with the question: how do I determine my spiritual gift(s)? A great deal can and needs to 
be said to this very personal and vital question, more, certainly, than I can say here. But, 
in the light of what we have been considering in Scripture, I do want to emphasize 
several points that help to provide an answer. 
 

1. Use a Situational Approach 
 
 One way not to proceed is to ask the question, what is my spiritual specialty?  
What is "my thing" spiritually that sets me apart from other believers? That smacks of 
the "spiritual inventory" approach that we discounted earlier. 
 The New Testament, I'm inclined to say, would rather have us take a more 
functional or situational approach to identifying spiritual gifts. The key question to ask 
is this: What needs are there in the situation where God has placed me?  What in the 
circumstances where I find myself are the particular opportunities for serving others? To 
put the question another way, in the light of the dual profile given in 1 Peter 4:11, what 
are the specific ways in which I can minister the gospel of Jesus Christ in word and 
deed? Asking the question that way will take us a long way—not only toward 
identifying our spiritual gifts but also, and more importantly, to actually exercising 
them! 
 

2. Make Gift Identification a Corporate Matter  
 
 It bears emphasizing that we ought always to be asking this question not by 
ourselves in a corner, so to speak, but in the context of the church, within the fellowship 
of the congregation and especially under the oversight of its elders, as we help and 
encourage one another in seeing needs around us and in being open to meeting them. 
Identifying spiritual gifts is not a private but a corporate matter. The perennial danger in 
trying to answer the question on your own is that in the church there will always be 
"ears" that think they are "eyes," and "feet" that think they are "hands," and so on. One 
large point of 1 Corinthians 12 is that the church as one body is made up of many 
different parts that recognize, respect and encourage one another, in order that all may 
work together and function as a harmonious whole. 
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3. Recognize the Lord's Strength in Our Weakness 
 
 In 2 Corinthians 12 Paul reflects on his Christian experience. He begins with the 
sublime and memorable visions he has enjoyed as an apostle (vv. 1-4). But then he adds 
(v. 7-8): "To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great 
revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me. 
Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me." 
 Down through church history interpreters have differed as to exactly what this 
"thorn" was. Most likely, although we can't be sure, it was some kind of physical 
ailment. 
 But we don't need to be much concerned about identifying this affliction 
precisely. Much more important is the answer Paul received after he had repeatedly 
implored the exalted Lord Jesus to have it removed, and his response to that answer (vv. 
9-11): "My grace is sufficient for you," Christ said, "for my power is made perfect in 
weakness." To which Paul replied, "Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I 
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I 
am weak, then I am strong." 
 Remember who is speaking here. If there is anyone in the New Testament who is 
gifted, it is Paul. In the matter of spiritual gifts, he has it all; he is super-gifted. But here 
this most gifted of Christians tells us what, from his own experience, is perhaps the 
most important thing he had to learn about the gifts given to him by the Lord. He had to 
come to appreciate that ultimately the Lord was using him in spite of himself, in spite of 
his weaknesses. 
 That, more than any other, is the perspective I want to leave us with on this 
whole matter of spiritual gifts. We need to feel with Paul the force of what he learned. 
The Lord does indeed give much to his church—the capacities entrusted to each one of 
us as his servants, the abilities he can and does utilize in us. Nevertheless, there is this 
ultimate consideration—one we are all tempted to forget or evade: in ourselves, even in 
what we have been given, we are weak, and the strength of our Lord is not so much 
made evident in our undeniable strengths and giftedness as in our weaknesses. 
Ultimately the Spirit is at work in our lives not because of the gifts he has given to us, 
but because of what he can do with us in spite of ourselves. 
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A Response to Dr. Gaffin's Lecture: 
"The Gifts of the Holy Spirit"  

 
by William J. Stob3 

 

Introduction 
 
 Thank you Dr. Gaffin. With your presentation on the subject of God’s 
supernatural gifts to Christians you have today given us a helpful introduction to the 
theme of this 1997 Hayama Conference, "What is the Holy Spirit doing in the world 
today?" 
 First of all we want to express our thanks and praise to our Heavenly Father for 
giving so many kinds of special blessings to everyone who loves Him, sometimes 
including supernatural gifts – for building up faith, for guidance, healing, and for 
fighting against evil powers. 
 Maybe most of us can agree that where supernatural gifts are humbly and 
faithfully used together with worship and praise, alert obedience to Divine guidance, 
intercession and fasting, gospel proclamation, sound teaching and doing of loving deeds, 
the Church of Christ undoubtedly makes its greatest advances in the world. 
 As is the Hayama custom, responders to the main lectures are sometimes chosen 
because their view of the subject is possibly different from that of the lecturer, as we 
have seen at last year’s conference, for example. The viewpoint of this responder is also 
in contrast to that of Dr. Gaffin’s, but after pro and con comments are expressed, he will 
be given opportunity to speak again and also take questions from the audience, as time 
permits. 
 Since Dr. Gaffin has touched on a considerable number of controversial subjects, 
I will respond accordingly. (Spoken remarks are slightly altered and abbreviated for this 
publication.) 
 

Issues Raised by the Paper 
 
An Over-emphasis on Gifts? 
 
 Concerning that which is significantly going on in the world today, Dr. Gaffin 
believes that there is an over-emphasis, even a preoccupation with theological 

                                                           
3 William J. Stobb is an independent missionary who has served in Japan since 1966 and 
is currently pastor of the Narita Christian Church. He is a graduate of Calvin College 
and holds a B.D. degree from Calvin Theological Seminary. 



24 Response to Gaffin, "The Gifts of the Holy Spirit"  

 
 
discussions about the gifts of the Holy Spirit. A number of times he used the word, 
preoccupation:  "In current preoccupation with the work of the Holy Spirit" (P.10) and 
"because of our tendency to be preoccupied in one way or another with some gift" (p. 
17). 
 With all that is going on in Christendom today, it does surprise me to hear that 
there is an over-concentration on the debating of this subject. My own perception is that, 
rather than an over-emphasis on theological debate as to the meaning and use of 
spiritual gifts, that emphasis, so prevalent in the seventies, has mostly subsided. 
 In today’s world we are constantly reading about a healthy emphasis in many 
circles on world evangelism, praying for revival, rededication (Promise Keepers), and a 
strong emphasis as well on experiential participation in what the Holy Spirit is doing in 
many places in the world. To be sure, criticism of certain kinds of unusual 
manifestations, or criticism of the theology or lack of it by some persons involved in 
spiritual activities in turn gives rise to defensive writings, but this is hardly the 
preoccupation of the age. Rather than a concentration on debate or apologetics, the 
emphasis is on what the Holy Spirit is actually doing, and on spiritual activity which is 
resulting in physical and mental/emotional healing, deliverance, reconciliation, and 
healing of families, through the use of Holy Spirit gifts, and most importantly, revivals 
or awakenings in many nations, where many are turning to the Lord Jesus in repentance 
and are being saved. 
 

The Gifts and Self-Centeredness 
 
  Does Dr. Gaffin often observe that the exercise of Holy Spirit given gifts always 
leads in one way or other to self-centeredness?  He writes, "much of the current 
preoccupation with spiritual gifts; in one way or another it becomes a self-centered sort 
of preoccupation" (p. 21). 
 Does the use of God’s good gifts always turn out bad? Do those entrusted with 
the supernatural gifts always end up obscuring God’s glory by their misuse? And does 
the Bible teach this, or give examples of such misuse in addition to the Corinthian 
Church? (Even there it is not really clear that the gifts were misused.) I do believe that 
this assertion calls for more explanation. 
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The Breadth and Continuance of the Gifts 
 
  In various passages where Paul teaches about spiritual gifts, such as in Romans 
12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 1 Corinthians 12:28, and Ephesians 4:11, Paul has mixed 
up supernatural gifts with the spiritual gifting of ecclesiastical offices, and other 
activities such as contributing and showing mercy. 
 Following Paul, Dr. Gaffin takes these matters together and adds others, such as 
the gift to remain unmarried (1 Cor. 7:7), and declares that even certain aptitudes or 
inclinations of both Christians and non-Christians ought to be included in lists of Holy 
Spirit-given gifts. 
 

"Everything about me used in God’s service - including my aptitudes that I may 
have had even before I was a Christian, capacities that I was born with - all my 
aptitudes and capacities used in the service of God are to be seen as spiritual gifts" 
(Page 18). 

 
 The problem is that with this kind of broad definition, nearly anything and 
everything is included under the label, "spiritual gifts." 
 And can we really place certain "inclinations" of unbelievers on a par with gifts 
of the Holy Spirit in this kind of discussion? To put it starkly and yet consistently, we 
could say that my Buddhist neighbor’s inclination to speak to us kindly is to be 
considered as a gift of the Holy Spirit, along with the doing of miracles or the giving of 
prophecy. 
 There is a teaching known as "common grace," which says that unbelievers do 
some things we could judge as being relatively good, things which may benefit others or 
tend to advance civilization in positive ways. However, the person who does not confess 
Christ is still an unrepentant rebel in God’s eyes, for he gives God no recognition, honor 
or thanksgiving, and does nothing by way of obedience. It is said that the relatively 
beneficial effects are produced because of the positive influence as well as the 
restraining mercy of the Holy Spirit, although the ungodly do not solicit His control. 
Though talents for nursing or airplane design, as well as some good personality traits, 
can be noted as gifts of the Holy Spirit in a certain sense, these can never be equated 
with gifts of the Holy Spirit given to Christians, nor do we find support for this 
terminology in Scripture. 
 Further, Dr. Gaffin goes on to assert that some of the gifts of the Spirit are not 
being given any longer as they once were. 
 I would suggest that his point could become more understandable if he were to 
say, "Some of the offices or functions once given by God are no longer given today, for 
example. . . Furthermore, some of the supernatural gifts noted in 1 Cor. 12:8-10 are also 
obviously discontinued. Examples of these are such and such." 
 Beyond this suggestion for clarity, I wonder if Dr. Gaffin can really give 
examples of discontinued gifts. 
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Concerning Apostleship 
 
  Dr. Gaffin asserts that the gift of the office of apostleship has been discontinued: 
"By God’s design, the gift of apostleship as mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12 and 
Ephesians 4 does not continue in the church today" (p. 11). 
 This discontinuation may not be so obvious to some as it is to others. In his 
book, The Ministry of Jesus Christ, Rev. Trevor Newport, founder of Life Changing 
Ministries, says that in addition to the first twelve apostles, Paul also became an apostle 
even though he had met Christ only in a vision. Barnabas and Silas (Acts 14:14) as well 
as Andronicus and Junia (Rom. 16:7) were called apostles. Newport maintains that God 
anoints and sends out apostles even today. He says that some men are well aware of 
their own apostolic calling and authority and are recognized as such by others, as is 
Newport himself. He manifests supernatural gifts, and is being used to found churches 
in different countries. 
 In addition to the example of Rev. Newport, I am reminded of two African 
pastors who came to Japan at separate times and spoke at some meetings here, including 
my church. I remember that they were called apostles. At least one of them claimed to 
have personally met Jesus Christ. The more spectacular gifts of the Holy Spirit were 
said to be manifested at times in their ministry, including raising the dead. They preach 
with unusual clarity and power and claimed to have established many churches in 
Africa. Now, although it appears that these men have an apostolic unction and ministry, 
as well as that reputation, we really cannot say for sure whether they are true apostles or 
not, can we? But, by saying that we are not sure, we are also saying that it is possible 
that they are apostles. We cannot deny that they are apostles by reason of the fact that 
the office of apostleship has obviously been discontinued. Moreover, since we do not 
know everything, it is possible that Jesus has raised up apostles in the world whom we 
have not heard about, or, Jesus may plan to give some men the apostolic anointing in the 
future, before His return.  
 



27 Response to Gaffin, "The Gifts of the Holy Spirit"  

 

On Seeking the Gifts 
 
  1 Corinthians 12:13 "For we were all baptized with (in) one Spirit into one 
body." Among the various comments Dr. Gaffin makes about this text, we quote the 
following: 
 

"Paul is clear; all have been Spirit-baptized" (p. 15).  
"Paul says that being baptized with the Holy Spirit is bound up with coming "into" 
the body, that is, coming "into" the church" (p. 15). 
"God has given them Christ, and He dwells in them by the power of the Spirit. 
Spiritual gifts, then, are all the ways in which God, in Christ, through the Spirit, uses 
us as instruments in His service" (p. 17). 
 

 From the above quotations, we might conclude that Dr. Gaffin means to say that, 
when coming into the church (when receiving water baptism), that person receives the 
Holy Spirit at the same time. That is the only "Holy Spirit baptism." In other words, 
there is no later spiritual experience to anticipate. Moreover, since spiritual gifts are only 
ways that the indwelling Holy Spirit works through those already baptized with the 
Spirit, it appears that Dr. Gaffin means to say that the person will never receive other 
gifts separately at a future time. He has received the Holy Spirit at the time of his 
baptism, and that includes all the gifts he will ever receive. 
 With Dr. Gaffin’s broad definition of spiritual gifts as "all the ways God uses 
us", we could ask, "Do you mean that all of these gifts were given at the time of one’s 
"entering the church," at which time the Holy Spirit himself was first received? What 
about the gift/office of elder or deacon? Was this also given as "potential," at the time of 
baptism? And if the Holy Spirit, including His gifts were given at the time of water 
baptism/Holy Spirit baptism, what about the "capacities and aptitudes" received even 
before Holy Spirit entry? 
 Although this reviewer must admit that Dr. Gaffin’s thought is not entirely 
perspicuous to myself, let us think about a few examples which indicate a separate 
spiritual experience to be had after water baptism, which some call "Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit," and that even though we agree that the "gifts of the Spirit" means, "ways in 
which the Holy Spirit works through a Christian" (i.e. not before the Holy Spirit 
indwells the Christian), we can see that not all gifts are received at one time, at the time 
of "entry into the Church," but are often given later. We are urged to seek gifts we do 
not yet have. 
 According to Acts 2, at Pentecost, 120 disciples of Christ received the Holy 
Spirit baptism, as had been promised. Before this time, some of them had already 
received the Holy Spirit when the risen Savior breathed on them and said,  
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"Receive the Holy Spirit" (John 20:22). (Indeed, apart from the power of the Holy Spirit, 
how could the twelve heal, cast out demons and raise the dead?) But was the Holy Spirit 
baptism of fire given simultaneously with water baptism? No doubt all had been water 
baptized by John the Baptist, by Jesus, or by the twelve, prior to this event. 
 At the time of receiving Holy Spirit baptism, the 120 persons all received 
tongues of fire and new tongues. Nothing is mentioned to lead us to believe that some 
received tongues and others did not. "All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit enabled them" (Acts 2:4). They also 
received various gifts which they did not have before in addition to the new tongues, 
such as boldness and other gifts which became more manifest in the following days, 
such as supernatural knowledge, ability to heal, and prophecy.  
 In Acts 8, the Samaritan converts, already baptized by Philip, were later prayed 
for by Peter and John, because it was said that they had not yet received the Holy Spirit. 
They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Peter and John prayed 
for the already baptized Christians, there was such an unusual manifestation that one 
man offered money to the apostles so that he could cause similar phenomena to occur. 
From this we see that something new was given separately to the previously baptized 
Christians. That something new was not healings or miracles, for we read that through 
Philip’s ministry such wonders had already occurred. What happened was that they 
received the Holy Spirit baptism, for it was said that they had not yet received the Holy 
Spirit. No doubt the manifestation included speaking in new tongues, since that is the 
pattern in the book of Acts. 
 In Acts 10, we read about Cornelius and a large group with him. All the Gentiles 
of the group with Cornelius received the gift of the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the 
gift of tongues. Then, separately, they were baptized with water, as is emphasized. 
 Acts 19 tells of twelve men who had once received baptism from John the 
Baptist, after receiving water baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus, next received Holy 
Spirit baptism when Paul laid his hands on them. It was then that they spoke in tongues 
and prophesied. 
 Speaking to baptized Christians in 1 Cor. 12:31 and 1 Cor. 14:1, Paul urged 
them to fervently seek spiritual gifts which they did not yet have. This teaches us that 
there is the possibility of receiving more spiritual gifts than what were given at the time 
of water baptism. It further shows that we are expected to seek earnestly in the 
anticipation of receiving. Some might call this tarrying until they receive. Likewise we 
may refer again to Matt. 7:7-11 and Luke 11:9-12. 
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Dr. Gaffin gives us the advice that we ought not tarry before the Lord to receive a 
certain gift; "We ought not to go to any one of these passages . . . pray and tarry before 
the Lord to receive that gift" (p. 11). 
 Have none ever received spiritual gifts by doing so? Are there better ways of 
receiving? Does the Bible teach this? Rather the Bible teaches that the Father will give 
the Holy Spirit to those who persist in asking, knocking and seeking. 
 

Some Textual Issues 
  
 Let us take up a more minor matter for a change of pace. Dr. Gaffin stated that 
Jesus Christ Himself was God’s greatest gift to His people, and of course we agree. His 
reference is to 2 Cor. 9:15 which says, "thanks be to God for His indescribable gift." 
 But does the text undeniably refer to Christ as the gift? When looking at several 
Japanese versions of the text, this does not seem to be the understood subject. Therefore 
we took a look at the Greek text: "Karis to theo ta anakiegeito autou dowrea." Bible 
readers have the feeling that since Christ is truly God’s unspeakable gift to the world, 
this ought to be the understood meaning. However assumed, it seems that the text does 
not clearly say so and therefore cannot handily be used to support the Christmas 
message that Jesus is God’s gift to the world. 
  There is possibly another textual problem. Dr. Gaffin speaks about the unity of 
Christ and the Holy Spirit. We agree, but question his interpretation of the following 
text references: 1 Cor. 15:45, 2 Cor. 3:17, and 2 Cor. 3:18. 
 Dr. Gaffin explains, "In view is not a confusion of being of the second and third 
persons of the Trinity, but a oneness in the activity of the resurrected Christ (as the ‘last 
Adam’ and ‘second man’) and the Holy Spirit" (Page 13). 
 Although we believe in the unity of Christ with the Holy Spirit, as does Dr. 
Gaffin, do these verses really support this idea? 1 Cor. 15:45 says, "the last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit." I do not think we can paraphrase this text to say, "the last 
Adam became the life-giving Holy Spirit." 2 Cor. 3:17 says, "Now the Lord is the spirit, 
and where the spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom." Although we see the textual 
problem here, I do not think we can make it read, "the Lord Jesus, who is the Holy 
Spirit." As for 2 Cor. 3:18 which says "the Lord, who is the spirit", I don’t think we 
want to make it read, "the Lord, who is the Holy Spirit." Is this the way Dr. Gaffin is 
interpreting this text? I think we are not too clear as to what he is saying here, and hope 
for further comment. Rather than a teaching here about the unity of Christ and the Holy 
Spirit, that is, rather than saying that Christ and the Holy Spirit are the same person, or 
that the text is teaching about a unity of activity, I prefer to think that these texts are 
simply saying that Jesus is no longer in the flesh but is now a life-giving spirit.  
 

Are Gifts "Means of Grace?" 
 
  Dr. Gaffin says that the means of grace given by God for our sanctification are 
hearing the gospel, prayer and the Lord’s Supper, but not the spiritual gifts. "The gifts of 
the Spirit are not "means of grace" (p. 20). 
 Now, is there a Bible reference for this idea? I suspect that lukewarm Christians 
who sometimes listen to sermons, do pray somewhat, and who attend the Lord’s Supper 
are not necessarily free from the love of the things of the world. I wonder if lukewarm 
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Christians were to seek the gifts of the Holy Spirit and use them, whether their 
relationship to the Lord and to the world might take a turn. 
 As Dr. Gaffin mentioned in another connection, there is always the possibility 
that a person exercising spiritual gifts will become proud, or self-centered. We also 
remember the Corinthians who seem to have exercised some of the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit but did not so clearly manifest the fruits of the Spirit. Surely we must agree that 
the use of spiritual gifts does not automatically accelerate one’s sanctification. But to 
hear it starkly stated that the exercise of such gifts does not enhance one’s relationship 
with the Lord, stimulates the question, "Does the Bible teach this," and, "How do you 
know?" Let us make a survey of those who are using spiritual gifts. Let us ask the 
opinion of those who are receiving words of prophecy from the Holy Spirit, who are 
used to heal people, who are daily praying in tongues, whether such activity has in any 
way influenced their walk with the Lord. 
 The Bible may not address this subject but gives us examples of many in the Old 
and New Testaments who did receive supernatural gifts. An analysis of each one would 
be a worthwhile study I think. But at random, let us take the example of the holy prophet 
Isaiah. When he saw the vision and heard words spoken by angels, he became 
awestruck, realizing his miserable condition as compared with God’s majesty and glory. 
We may believe that his relationship with the Lord was never the same after that. We 
can imagine that those who use supernatural gifts have made some progress in spiritual 
understanding and their walk with the Lord has become more careful and prayerful and 
intimate. Let us heed Paul’s exhortation to seek the higher gifts, and believe that one of 
the several benefits of receiving will be a closer walk with God. 
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Concerning the Gift of Tongues 
 
  1 Cor. 12:30 says, "Do all have the gift of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do 
all interpret?" A Bible student would say, "Clearly not." Dr. Gaffin therefore concludes:  
"So there is no one gift (tongues or any other) intended for every believer" (p. 19). 
 Many persons who have received and exercise the supernatural gifts write books. 
In every such book that I have ever read, these authors urge their readers to seek the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit and to receive a new prayer language for their private 
devotional life. 
 These authors make a distinction between speaking in unknown tongues as a 
revelatory gift and praying in a new prayer language for one’s private edification. When 
I attended a meeting at Oral Robert University one day, I heard the speaker encourage us 
to try to learn how to interpret our own tongues during our devotional time. Some 
people find this very interesting and also gain the gift of interpretation of tongues. 
 The few persons who receive the gift of tongues as mentioned in 1 Cor. 12, are 
occasionally able to receive a message from God in a language which is unknown to 
others or to themselves. They will need the services of someone with the gift of 
interpretation of tongues to receive the benefit of the revelation. Prophecy is similar, 
except the speaker will declare God’s message in a tongue understandable by all in the 
room. 
 One time I attended a meeting in Japan where a young woman sang in an 
unknown tongue for about six or seven minutes in a very beautiful melody. Immediately 
afterwards, another young woman stood up and sang the exact melody in the Japanese 
language. Not many people have received that kind of gift, but it is said that everyone is 
able to receive the gift of a new prayer language - the same gift for everyone who has 
the faith to receive it. And it is a world-wide phenomenon too prevalent to ignore. The 
reason why some are not able to receive it is another interesting subject for which we 
now have no time. 
 Some months ago a letter was circulated in which was a report from a former 
missionary to China. He told about an incident which took place in Feb. 1995 in 
Shandong, Eastern China. A group of Chinese Christians were singing and praising the 
Lord in tongues in a well-attended middle of the night prayer and worship meeting. The 
tongues they used were not revelatory tongues, for everyone was singing in unknown 
tongues. Evidently the Lord approved of that style of worship, because on the next day, 
when some of them listened to a cassette tape recording of the previous meeting, it was 
reported that angelic choirs were clearly heard on that tape.  
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Moreover, there were also prophetic words spoken by angels, that no one in the meeting 
had spoken, and it was said that these were concepts which would not have been so 
familiar to those peasants. 
 In the early seventies when the charismatic movement was well underway in the 
world, I read something which I never forgot. The writer said that all persons who seem 
to manifest supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit testify that they had first asked for 
something equivalent to the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and that they regularly prayed in 
a new prayer language. Then, as they continued to seek increasing intimacy with the 
Lord and continued in tongues, He would begin to give them other gifts. In all the years 
since that time, I personally have never seen this statement contradicted and would like 
to hear about exceptions if there be such. 
 Let me finally mention that there are many stories of people who somehow 
learned that the prayer language they had received, either through simply speaking out in 
faith or by way of ecstatic experience, was actually a modern language or a more ancient 
language, and was understood by someone else. I have heard several accounts of this 
firsthand.  
 

The Fruit and the Gifts 
 
  In his teaching about a relationship between the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit 
to eschatology, Dr. Gaffin seems to be saying that since the gifts of the Holy Spirit will 
not continue after Christ’s return, we should view the fruits of the Spirit as being more 
important than the gifts of the Spirit. If this is actually what Dr. Gaffin means to say 
here, I would opine that we cannot evenly compare the value of the gifts over against the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit, nor do I understand the value of raising this subject. 
 

The Thorn in the Flesh 
 
  In 2 Cor. 12:7 Paul says that the thorn in his flesh was a messenger from Satan. 
Dr. Gaffin briefly touched on this controversial subject, since it also relates to the matter 
of spiritual gifts. It is Dr. Gaffin’s opinion that the thorn refers to a physical malady. 
Others, however, especially those engaged in exorcism, say that the "messenger of 
Satan," no doubt means "messenger of Satan." Paul gives hints about having an eye 
problem, but why should we say that this thorn means "eye problem?" 
 I had made an appendix of 26 questions a to z, related to this matter, but will 
mention just a few, as we bring this section to a close: 
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a) If the thorn is understood symbolically, ought we also to view the satanic messenger 

symbolically? 
b) In Acts 10:38 we learn that Jesus did good, "healing all who were under the power 

of the devil." Do we understand that all who are in need of healing today are "under 
the power of the devil?" Can it be said that Paul was "under the power of the devil" 
in this matter? 

c) Could Job have received healing if he had known the New Testament teaching of 
"Resist the devil, and he will flee from you"? (James 4:7, 1 Pet. 5:9) 

d) Knowing that his pain was from a messenger of Satan, why could not Paul 
effectively resist him, in accordance with Mark 16:17, 18? 

e) Why could not Paul bring healing to himself although he could often bring healing 
to others? Why could he not bring healing to others every time? 

f) Paul says that the messenger of Satan was related to the danger of his becoming 
proud. Does God use satanic messengers to humble His children today? Does God 
ever give maladies to His children or to unbelievers? 

g) When ought we view problems as beneficial chastening and when ought we resist 
the devil and make him flee? (Heb. 12:7) 

h) In 1 Cor. 11:30 we read that many in the church became sick and some died because 
the believers did not properly participate in Holy Communion. Is this sin, or other 
personal sin, related to people’s maladies? According to Prov. 26:2 "The curse shall 
not causeless come" (KJV). "An undeserved curse does not come . . . to rest" (NIV).  

 

Some Points of Agreement in the Paper 
 
 But now let us finally turn to those teachings of Dr. Gaffin we especially 
appreciated: 
 
1. A person who has graciously received a certain gift from the Lord ought not think 

that he is now a specialist in the use of that gift and therefore is somewhat set apart 
from others. 

2. Moreover, when teaching about the gifts of the Spirit, care must be taken to avoid 
giving the impression that there might be first class and second class believers in 
the same church family. (I suppose Dr. Gaffin here refers only to the supernatural 
gifts.) 

3. Dr. Gaffin reminds us that a gift greater than supernatural abilities is the Father’s 
gift of Christ Himself to His people. 



34 Response to Gaffin, "The Gifts of the Holy Spirit"  

 
 
4. Dr. Gaffin quotes Acts 2:38 where Peter says, "Repent and be baptized everyone of 

you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." 

5. He remarks that Peter was not promising the people that they would be receiving 
the gift of tongues or any other supernatural gift, but was promising something 
greater, the gift of the Holy Spirit Himself. 

6. God gives His people both the gift of Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Dr. 
Gaffin explains that there is certainly a distinction to be made, yet we must not 
make the mistake of thinking that God first gives us Christ and then gives the Holy 
Spirit as a gift that is in addition to Christ, for there is an unbreakable bond that 
exists between the glorified Lord and the Holy Spirit. 

7. Receiving the gifts of the Holy Spirit does not automatically lead to a more vital 
relationship with God, nor necessarily make one’s witnessing more effective. 

8. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are to be used to serve others. 
9. If Christians ask the question, "What are specific ways in which I can minister the 

gospel of Christ in word and deed," they can be helped in identifying the spiritual 
gifts God has given them and will be led in the use of the gifts. 

10. We ought to exercise our gifts in the context of the church and under the oversight 
of the elders, realizing that the use of the gifts is a corporate matter. As Paul 
emphasizes in 1 Cor. 12, all members should function together as a harmonious 
whole. 

 
 Although there are yet more good points to notice, I will lastly note that the gifts 
are given as God wills and by His grace alone, for none is worthy of receiving them. As 
Dr. Gaffin says, "Even Paul had to come to appreciate that ultimately the Lord was 
using him in spite of himself, in spite of his weakness." Thank you. 
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by  
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The theme which I have been given is "the history of revival." The theme, however, is 
so wide that I cannot manage it in a limited time. So I would like to concentrate on 
revival in our century. In my observations, when we think about revival in our century, 
we should trace back to the Pietist movement in Germany. After all, through examining 
the background we will be able to see the history of revival. 
 

Revival in our Century 
(Arrows mean "give influence") 
 

1.  Pietism 

2.  Holiness Movement   Background 

3.  Pentecostal Movement        

4.  Charismatic Movement    Revival in our Century 

5.  The Third Wave of the Holy Spirit 

6.  Current 

                                                           
4 Rev. Minoru Okuyama is a former missionary to Indonesia and currently serves as  
Principal of the Missionary Training School in Nasu-machi, Tochigi-ken. He is also  
Chairman of the Nippon Revival Association and the Living Water Project.  Rev. 
Okuyama is a graduate of the Kobe Reformed Theological Seminary. 
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I. Background 
 
Pietism 
 
 Herbert Kane, one of the best missiologists in the field of missions history, 
explains about "pietism" as follows: 
 

The modern missionary enterprise was the direct outcome of the Pietist 
movement which began in Germany following the Thirty Years’ War, which ended 
with the Peace of Westphalia in 1648. As the Protestant Reformation was a revolt 
against the false doctrines and corrupt morals of the church of Rome, so the Pietist 
movement was a revolt against the barren orthodoxy and dead formalism of the state 
churches of Protestant Europe. 

 
 The father of Pietism was Philip Spener (1635-1705). Pietistic theology can be 
summed up in a few sentences. There can be no missionary vision without evangelistic 
zeal; there can be no evangelistic zeal without personal piety; there can be no personal 
piety without a genuine conversion experience. Being a Pietist is a matter of the heart, 
not the head. Like many reformers before him, Spener incurred the wrath of the 
hierarchy. August Francke (1663-1727) was dismissed from Leipzig University because 
he conferred with Spener and wholeheartedly embraced Pietism. Largely through his 
influence, Halle became the educational center of Pietism and the fountain head of the 
missionary enterprise of the eighteenth century. 
 Out of Halle University grew the first Protestant mission - the Danish Halle 
Mission. Two missionaries were sent: Bartholomew Ziegenbalg and Hernrich 
Pliitschau, both of whom had studied at Halle under Francke. But the faculty of theology 
at Wittenberg called the missionaries "false prophets." As historical evidence shows, 
many times such faculties of theology at universities and seminaries have been 
stumbling blocks for revivals up to now. In the meantime, by the Counter Reformation, 
Moravians (followers of John Huss) migrated in 1722 to Saxony, where they were given 
refuge by Count Zinzendorf (1700-1760), godson to Spener. Known as Herrnhut, this 
colony became the source and center of a missionary movement. John Wesley was very 
influenced by the Moravians. 
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Holiness Movement 
 
 Pietism had influenced English church life before 1800 through the Society of 
Friends (Quakers), the Puritans, and the Anglican theologians of the Carolingian. John 
Wesley (1703-1791), whose mother was a Puritan and whose father had studied the 
Carolingian theologians, was a key person in revival. Wesley became attracted to 
German Pietism when he met a spiritually confident Moravian on board ship during a 
severe storm. Later he actually visited Herrnhut. 
 John Fletcher (1729-1785), Wesley’s chosen theologian, was the first person to 
use the term, "baptism of the Holy Spirit." He emphasized both the internal spiritual 
changes of the "new birth" and Christian responsibility for relief work and social reform. 
Fletcher became the Methodist theologian of choice in North America. The movement 
within North America developed in three overlapping arenas: the Methodist church, the 
perfectionistic revivalist movements, and an arminianizing effect on other 
denominations in America resulting in "the Methodist Century." 
 Some prominent evangelists and theologians in the American movement were 
Charles G. Finney, Asa Mahan, Phoebe Palmer, James Caughey, Orange Scott and 
Thomas Upham. The 1858 revival gave impetus to the Pietist concerns. D. L. Moody, 
William E. Boardman, Charles Cullis, Hannah Whitall Smith, Robert Pearsall Smith, 
George Miller, William Arthur, A.B. Simpson, S. D. Gordon, S. D. Gordon, Andrew 
Murray and R. A. Torrey became important exponents of the "higher Christian life." 
 

Keswick Movement 
 
 The Smiths and William Boardman were instruments of this movement. 
Keswickian perspectives significantly influenced the reformed wing of the Holiness 
movements, which flourished in both American and England in the 19th century.  Some 
reports from these movements are as follows. 
 According to a report from Robert Byde, a big congregation gathered at 
Thunderland in 1873 to hear D. L. Moody. "The Congregation was flaming when I 
arrived at the room in the YMCA. The young people were speaking in tongues and 
prophesying. Just D. L. Moody preached to them this afternoon" (Harper 1976, 30) . 
This was called the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Charles G. Finney, originally a lawyer, 
received the filling of the Holy Spirit in 1821 when he was praying in the forest 
privately. The people who had heard about him gathered as his congregation and the 
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revival began in the meantime. Finney was being more anointed every time he preached.  
After two minutes of hearing his preaching, the entire congregation fell down so that he 
had to stop preaching.  The Holy Spirit poured upon them like lightening so that the 
people knelt down and cried out to God. Therefore many people came to the Lord Jesus 
(Smith, 16). 
 

Revival in Our Century 
 
Pentecostal Movement 
 
1.  Topeka revival 
 
 The Topeka revival in Topeka, Kansas in early 1901 marked the birth of the 
Pentecostal movement. The manifestation of glossolalia on a dozen and a half students 
at the Bethel Bible School solidified the unique theological tenet of Pentecostalism that 
speaking in tongues provides the initial evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The 
reception also implanted a fervent millenarian belief that Pentecostal gifts marked the 
imminent return of Christ and promised worldwide revival during the last years before 
the dawn of the eschaton. 
 The Topeka outbreak was a product of the ministry of Charles F. Parham. By 
1900 Parham accepted a variety of theological speculations promulgated by Holiness 
evangelists. Nothing impressed him more than the concept of apostolic power as a sign 
of history's final generation. Drawing from several isolated reports of xenolalia, Parham 
decided that this phenomenon gave full evidence of an end-time baptism of the Holy 
Spirit because it promised a utilitarian method for a global revival. Spirit-filled believers 
could fan out and preach the gospel message without the painstaking process of learning 
a new language. 
 On this premise, Parham established the Bethel Bible School in October 1900 in 
the Stone Mansion, a rented, though elaborately designed, structure on the outskirts of 
Topeka. He organized the school as a missionary training center but kept quiet about his 
conclusions on missionary xenolalia. Rather, Parham instructed his thirty-four students 
in Holiness theology and then, in late December, challenged them to search for the true 
evidence of the end-time spiritual outpouring. Strategically, he pointed them to Acts 2 
where speaking in tongues clearly accompanied the dawn of apostolic power in the early 
church. 
 Much of the story of the initial outbreak of Pentecost at Topeka is obscured by 
the incongruity of two conflicting accounts. Parham recalled that, to his amazement, all 
his students agreed independently that tongues were the only "indisputable proof" of the 
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end-time Holy Spirit baptism. At the student’s New Year’s Eve service in 1900, Agnes 
Ozman requested that Parham lay hands on her and pray specifically that she receive 
this baptism with the "biblical sign." Parham reported that after a brief prayer, "a halo 
seemed to surround her head and face, and she began speaking in the Chinese language, 
and was unable to speak English for three days (Parham 1930, 52-53). Ozman, however, 
dated the experience to the evening of January 1, 1901, and recalled nothing about the 
student consensus. She recalled, "I did not know that I would talk with tongues when I 
received the baptism," and claimed to find biblical support for the phenomenon only 
after the experience. Both agreed that at a service several days later Parham and about 
half the students were likewise empowered. 
 

2. Welsh revival 
 
 According to the Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements, edited 
by Stanley M. Burgess and Gary B. McGee, the Welsh Revival occurred as follows. 
 The cause celebre of turn-of-the-century Anglo-American Evangelicalism was 
the awakening that erupted in November 1903 in a church served by Joseph Jenkins at 
New Quay on Cardigan Bay. Lasting scarcely more than a year, the Welsh revival of 
1904 was destined to make distinctive marks on key actors and characteristic practices 
of the Pentecostal movement soon to be born. Among the very first converts was Evan 
Roberts (1889-1948), a miner-blacksmith turned evangelist, who so influenced the 
course of the revival as to make his name synonymous with it. Peculiarities of the 
revival outburst included hour-long singing, deemphasis on preaching, praying in 
concert, interruptions by worshipers, stress on the baptism of the Spirit and on Spirit 
guidance, and the Hwyl, a spontaneous half-sung, half-spoken hymn of thanks or 
penitence. Lay preachers such as Roberts at center-stage were assisted at times by 
regular clergy such as Alexander A. Boddy (1854-1930), an Anglican, and Seth Joshua, 
a Calvinistic Methodist. Roberts and Joshua, under whom the influential Donald Gee 
(1891-1966) was converted, never embraced Pentecostalism. Boddy, on the other hand, 
experienced the Pentecostal baptism three years later in Christiana (Oslo) under Thomas 
B. Barratt (1862-1940), another Roberts admirer, and returned to his parish (All Saints, 
Sunderland) to become leader of the movement in the Church of England. 
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 Americans were likewise drawn to the happening in Wales. Some visited the 
scene; others read the accounts of W. T. Stead (1849-1912), S. B. Shaw (b. 1854), and 
G. Campbell Morgan (1863-1945). Among those in Los Angeles before and during the 
Azusa Street meeting with firsthand knowledge of the Welsh revival were F. B. Meyer 
(1847-1929), Joseph Smale, and Alexander A. Boddy. Smale, one-time pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Los Angeles, who toyed with Pentecostalism, then rejected it, 
was an early evangelistic colleague of Frank Bartleman (1871-1935), participant and 
historian of Azusa Street and of the events that followed. The three main Pentecostal 
bodies in the United Kingdom - the Elim Pentecostal Church, the Assemblies of God in 
Great Britain and Ireland, and the Apostolic Church - credit the Welsh revival for early 
leaders and patterns of worship and organization. Elim founders George Jeffreys (1889-
1962) and his brother Stephen Jeffreys (1876-1943) were products of the revival, as was 
the Assemblies of God mainstay, Donald Gee. The Apostolic Church, whose first 
apostle was W. J. Williams, a Welsh miner, is centered in Penygroes, South Wales. It 
depends heavily on Spirit guidance and prophecy in decision making. 
 The Welsh Revival had influence on the Azusa Street Revival through Frank 
Bartleman, who had prayed for Los Angeles for a long time. In 1905 he attended a 
meeting of F. B. Meyer and heard about the Welsh Revival which gave him a fire. Then, 
he sent a letter to Evan Roberts and received encouragement. The next year he met W. J. 
Seymour, who was one of the students of Charles F. Parham of Topeka. 
 

3. Azusa Street Revival 
 
 Elder William J. Seymour, a key person in the revival, was black and had only 
one eye. Someone said that "he is dirty looking and has no collar." Seymour, who had 
been a student of Charles F. Parham, was rejected by some when he came to Los 
Angeles because he believed in the Baptism of the Spirit with tongues. When those 
doors were closed, he started his ministry at 214 North Bonnie Brae street. After 
neighbors complained about the noise of the meetings, he moved to 312 Azusa Street in 
Los Angeles, which was destined to become a historical place. The building the group 
borrowed had been used as a Methodist church, a stable and a lumberyard, but had been 
vacant for a long time. 
 The meetings at Azusa Street were almost completely entrusted to the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit; people came to meet God. According to the report of Frank 
Bartleman, at the end of the meetings, people often fell down on the floor, face 
downward, "just like the dead." The Azusa Revival lasted for about three years,  
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with people coming from all corners of the world. Many of them wanted to get the 
blessing of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. One of them was T. B. Barratt, a Norwegian 
Methodist pastor. 
 Through Barratt, the Azusa Revival was to spread to Scandinavia and elsewhere 
in Europe. Barratt had been born into a Methodist family in Norway, which group 
experienced persecution by Lutheran churches. He became a full time worker in "The 
Central Mission" in 1902. Barratt sent a letter to Evan Roberts to get information about 
the Welsh Revival, and in 1988, made a diary entry, "Lord, give me the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit." 
 In 1905, Barratt went to the US to raise money for a church building in Oslo and 
met with A. B. Simpson. In 1906 he reported about the Azusa revival to Norway 
through a Christian magazine and himself got the baptism of the Holy Spirit. At the first 
stage, he could not speak in tongues, but on November 16, a Norwegian Christian laid 
his hand on Barratt’s head in a meeting. During the prayer, some people saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire on his head, according to him, "being filled by power 
which was beyond describing, I started to speak some foreign languages with a loud 
voice, perhaps seven or eight languages, and they were so clear and easy." After that he 
started singing in the Spirit until four o’clock next morning. On December 8, Barratt 
went back to Norway where people welcomed him with open arms. However some 
criticized him and in 1913, he was expelled from the Methodist church. Barratt’s 
influence spread to Sweden, Germany, Denmark and India. In 1916 he resigned from the 
Methodist Church and established the Philadelphia church. 
 All of these revivals which occurred at the beginning of our century in Topeka, 
Wales, and Los Angeles became the Pentecostal Movement. Countless Pentecostal 
churches were born all over the world through this movement. Before going on to 
discuss the Charismatic movement, we should mention the Latter Rain Movement, 
which occurred in the Pentecostal churches.  
 

4. Latter Rain Movement 
 
 The Latter Rain Movement was a Pentecostal movement of the mid 20th century 
which was accompanied by a parallel healing movement in the same era. It became an 
important component of the post-World War II evangelical awakening. It was called 
"the new order of the latter rain" by its opponents because of its similarities to the earlier 
Pentecostal movement at Azuza Street in 1906. 
 While its impact was on a small scale, its effects were nevertheless felt 
worldwide and it became one of several catalysts for the charismatic movement of the 
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 1960s and 1970s. With many reports of healings and other miraculous phenomena, the 
movement stressed the imminence of the pre-millennial return of Jesus Christ, preceded 
by an outpouring of God’s Spirit (Joel 2:28). There was a emphasis on spiritual gifts, 
which were to be received by the laying on of hands, in contrast to the old Pentecostal 
practice of "tarrying" for the Holy Spirit, that had become widespread during the years 
prior to the revival. 
 Some of the influences precipitating the Latter Rain include: 
 1)  William Branham who exercised the laying on of hands in his healing ministry 
 2)  Franklin Hall’s emphasis on fasting and prayer 
 3)  Independent Assemblies of God churches, which stressed the autonomy of the 

local church 
 4)  The emphasis on the "new thing" of Isaiah 43:19 
 The Latter Rain Movement originated at Sharon Orphanage and schools in North 
Battleford, Saskatchewan, Canada, as a spark igniting an explosion of revival among 
many Pentecostals. George Hawtin, President of Sharon Global Missions and a pastor of 
the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada (PAOC), had founded Bethel Bible Institute in 
Star City, Saskatchewan in 1935. Two years later, the Institute moved to Saskatoon and 
achieved full PAOC recognition. Disputes between Hawtin and PAOC officials led to 
Hawtin’s resignation under pressure in 1947; another Bethel teacher, P. G. Hunt, 
resigned in sympathy. 
 In the fall of 1947, George Hawtin and P. G. Hunt joined Herrick Holt of the 
North Battleford, Saskatchewan Church of the Foursquare Gospel in an independent 
work that Holt had already established. Milford Kirkpatrick joined as Global Missions 
secretary and Erm Hawtin, George Hawtin’s brother, came as a member of the faculty. 
 During this time, the students began together to study the Word of God with 
fasting and prayer. On February 12, 1948, God moved into their midst in a strange new 
manner, including long prophecy and visible manifestation of gifts. 
 They flocked to North Battleford from all parts of North America and many 
parts of the world to the camp meeting conventions at Sharon held by George and Erm 
Hawtin and publicized by "The Sharon Star."  Myrtle D. Beall, a pastor of Bethesda 
Missionary Temple in Detroit, Michigan, traveled 2,500 miles by car to attend these 
meetings and returned to her church to spark a revival there, attracting people from all 
parts of the country. She then wrote a letter describing this revival to Stanley Frodsham 
who had been a pioneer of the early Pentecostal movement, a leader of the Assembly of 
God denomination in the US and the editor of "Pentecostal Evangelism." As a result of 
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 this letter, he went to Mrs. Beall’s church in January 1949 where "he was moved deeply 
by scenes of people under great conviction of sin, making confession and finding 
peace." Milford Kirkpatrick ministered to 90 preachers from almost every part of North 
America. One of the pastors attending was Dr. A. Earl Lee of Los Angeles, California, 
whose church became a center of revival soon after he returned. 
 By 1949, the North Battleford Brethren were becoming less central to the 
movement, and leadership began to emerge in other circles, partly as a result of 
tendencies toward sectarianism among the former. This was one of the reasons that the 
Latter Rain soon became anathema among many denominational Pentecostals. 
However, such Pentecostal stalwarts as Lewis Pethrus of Sweden continued to endorse 
the movement.  As leaders of the Apostolic Church, Elim Bible Institute in New York 
State, and the Bethesda Missionary Temple in Detroit continued to move in the revival, 
the movement progressed with lasting effects. One of the most important publications of 
the Latter Rain Movement is The Feast of Tabernacles by George Warnock, later 
republished by Bill Britton of Springfield, Missouri. This was widely disseminated 
during the next revival decades. 
 The Latter Rain Movement was not accepted by denominations, but had lots of 
influence and also exerted an influence on the Charismatic movement of the 60’s and 
70’s. However, the movement’s style of praise and its teaching of recovery of the 
tabernacle became problematic.  
 

Charismatic Movement 
 
 As Dr. Mamoru Ogata reported in his book, The Third Wave of the Holy Spirit 
and Revival, in April, 1960, Pastor Dennis Bennett was expelled from his church, St. 
Mark’s Episcopal in Van Nuys, California, because of his public announcement of his 
experience in which he had gotten the Baptism of the Holy Spirit with tongues. After 
this event, the Charismatic Movement has spread all over the world and has come to 
Japan as well (Ogata 10). 
 Characteristic of the movement is that it has spread in mainstream Protestant 
churches which have been influenced by liberal theology and in Catholic churches as 
well. 
 

The Third Wave of the Holy Spirit Movement 
 
 In 1983, through a "Signs and Wonders" course offered at Fuller Theological 
Seminary in Pasadena by C. Peter Wagner, assisted by John Wimber, the Third Wave of 
the Holy Spirit Movement was started. A characteristic of this movement is that it has 
spread mainly through evangelical and biblical churches. The fact that some receive this 
and some reject leads to the problems of today.  
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IV. Current 
 

David Barrett, the famous editor of The World Christian Encyclopedia, has reported 
on the tremendous growth of Pentecostal-Charismatic churches.  The following tables 
and graphs show this growth. 

B arre tt 's  1985  b reak dow n is  as fol low s:

First W ave :  P en tecosta l ism 1 49.7  m l
Second W ave :  C harism atic
   M ovem ent 97 .5  m l

T ota l 2 47 .2  m l

N otice tha t these  figu res inclu de "p ost-P entecosta ls"
(2  m il l ion ), "postch ar ism atics" (65  m ill ion )
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  Barry Chant, Heart of Fire , Australia:  House of Tabor, 1984, p. 224
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Nobody can deny the tremendous growth of worldwide Pentecostal churches as these 

charts show. 
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V.  Conclusion 
 
 We must not judge or make decisions by our own poor understanding of the 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit when we face the work of the Holy Spirit. In Exodus 7:10-12 
we see that when Aaron’s staff became a snake, the Egyptian magicians did the same 
things. Ostensibly these were the same things, but one was done by the Holy Spirit 
while the other by evil spirits. Matthew 7:20 says "Thus, by their fruit you will 
recognize them." 
 As far as the Toronto Blessing associated with Toronto Airport Christian 
Fellowship, we must not judge it from its appearance; we must see the fruits. The 
Pensacola Revival at Brownsville Assembly of God in Florida, is taking on a new 
dimension of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. There are more than 25,000 new 
believers within one and a half years in Pensacola. 
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A Response to 
Minoru Okuyama,  

'Revival in Our Century'  
 

by Clark Offner5 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Okuyama has provided us with a very helpful overview of revival movements 

in the 20th century and the background out of which they arose. Each of the movements 
had a peculiar character and arose out of particular historical circumstances. This 
overview supplies a useful perspective from which to view "What the Spirit of God is 
doing in Japan" today, but since the draft of the paper which was provided to me was 
basically an outline along with additional reference material, until I know the substance 
of the paper, I have little to "critique." Therefore, my "critique" will consist of 
comments and questions related to the theme in the hope of stimulating a response from 
Rev. Okuyama and discussion among the listeners. 

As the paper noted, "revival" is not a phenomenon limited to our century. Although 
the word itself is not used, New Testament letters imply that a kind of revival was 
needed or had occurred even in churches of that day. From the time of the second 
century Montanists, various groups have given special emphasis to the miraculous gifts 
of the Holy Spirit and movements to revive or reform the church have waxed and waned 
throughout the ages. Confronting persecution without and stagnation or heresy within, 
the church has experienced countless revival or reformation movements. Whereas 
historic controversies have been related to the person of Christ, the way of salvation and 
the nature of the church, the focus of present revival movements is on the nature and 
work of the Holy Spirit. From a historical perspective, are the present revival 
movements unique and revolutionary or are they simply another of the energizing 
movements which have characterized a living church throughout history? 

A particular emphasis of revival movements in this century is on the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, or being filled with the Spirit, accompanied by the evident sign of speaking 
in tongues. According to the New Testament, all Christians are born of the Spirit (Jn. 
3:5), have the Spirit of Christ (Ro. 8:9), are "in Christ" (2 Cor. 5:17) and the "gift of the 
Spirit" is promised to all who repent and are baptized (Acts 2:38). In Acts "baptism with 
the Holy Spirit" enabled Jesus' disciples to be his witnesses (1:4-8); those "filled with 
the Holy Spirit" boldly proclaimed the Gospel in an understandable language (Peter: 
4:8ff; Stephen: 6:5ff). The tongues, or languages, bestowed on the Day of Pentecost 
were understood by people of various national backgrounds. In present revival 
movements, what is the purpose or value of speaking in tongues? Is the baptism/fullness 
of the Spirit recognized as empowerment for effective witnessing or for the enrichment 
of one's personal spiritual life? 

                                                           
5 Clark Offner first came to Japan in 1951 and is currently pastoring the Takahama 
Christian Catholic Church. He received his M.A. from New York University, a S.T.B. 
from New York Theological Seminary and also completed a Th.D degree at Northern 
Baptist Seminary. He is known for his "Daily Word" and "Kyo no Messeji" telephone 
services at 052-794-6422 (English) and 0566-52-2732 (Japanese). 
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As was noted in the paper, the "revival" associated with John Wesley and the 

establishment of the Methodist Church resulted in a definite, visible movement for relief 
work and social reform. This may be considered concrete evidence of a true revival or 
new life. From the standpoint of both the church and the world, what can be seen as 
long-lasting results of the present revival movements? 

I am in full agreement with the statement in the concluding section of the paper that 
discernment is required to distinguish between strange or miraculous events which may 
be the result of divine, demonic (or simply human) activity. In regard to matters related 
to emotions, special care is needed in this respect. I consider the concluding word from 
Matthew 7:20 as particularly appropriate: "by their fruit you will recognize them." From 
my point of view, a genuine infilling, or baptism of the Holy Spirit will be recognized 
primarily by a manifestation of the "fruit of the Spirit," noted in Galatians 5:22-23. And 
we must not ignore the final element in the list: "love, joy peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control." Concerned about the seeming 
dichotomy between heart and head, feeling and reason, advocated by some revivalists, I 
will close with a quotation from II Peter 1:5-8: "Make every effort to add to your faith 
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-
control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly 
kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing 
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." 



50   

  

Testimony of Renewal in  
Yokohama Grace Bible Church 

 
by  

 
Scott Douma 6 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
"This is no age to advocate restraint; the church today does not need to be restrained, but 
to be aroused, to be awakened, to be filled with a spirit of glory, for she is failing in the 
modern world." D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones  
"Restrained! Quiet! Unobtrusive! My dear friends, why not listen to the evidence? This 
is the kind of thing that happens when the Spirit 'comes' upon man, even the building 
was shaken..." D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones  
"True religion, in great part consists in holy affections."  Jonathan Edwards  
 

Introduction 
 
 In the past 2 years Yokohama Grace Bible Church has been blessed with a 
wonderful movement of the Holy Spirit. Many people have been converted to the Lord 
and several others have returned to their faith. Among the members of the church there 
has been a new hunger and fervency for the things of God, a greater desire to submit to 

                                                           
6 Scott Douma, a missionary serving under Grace Bible Ministries International, first 
came to Japan in 1981. Since 1986, he has served as church planter and pastor of 
Yokohama Grace Bible Church, (formerly known as Yokohama Shalom Church). He is 
a graduate of the University of Guam and Fuller Theological Seminary School of World 
Missions . 
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 His Word, and a much more pronounced attitude of service to the Lord through the 
church. Along with the new levels of commitment there has also been a wonderful work 
of reconciliation in marriages, families, and other relationships. More so, there have 
been many miraculous changes in people's lives, both in inner healing and in physical 
healing. We can only acknowledge this as a sovereign act of God in our midst. I hope 
through this writing to share with you a bit of what has been happening not only in the 
Yokohama church, but also in many churches throughout the nation. I would also like to 
share a few thoughts as to why this is happening and also to show where I feel all of this 
is heading.  
 I want to say from the outset that I am neither a historian nor an experienced 
theologian. I am first of all a missionary with a great burden to see Japanese people 
come to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus. Secondly, I am the senior pastor of a 
local church with a longing to see people walk in a healthy and fulfilled life as a 
Christian. It has been my joy to see God's power working in my local church. I have 
been a missionary in Japan for 15 years and never before have I seen such a movement 
of the Lord as I have seen in the past 2 years. It is my hope that those who read this will 
receive a greater hunger and hope for the Holy Spirit to move mightily over all of Japan.  
 

History  
 
 My wife and I are missionaries from a group in Hawaii called Grace Bible 
Ministries International. We are a small Charismatic fellowship of churches with several 
works in the Hawaiian Islands; 3 churches here in Japan, and several other mission 
churches throughout the Pacific and South East Asia. Yokohama Grace Bible Church 
(formerly known as Yokohama Shalom Church) was started in 1986 with my wife and I 
and a handful of people. By 1994 the church had grown to about 45 members. In 
January of 1995 my wife and I visited the Toronto Airport Vineyard Christian 
Fellowship in Ontario, Canada. We were both personally deeply touched by the Holy 
Spirit. We were there for nearly one week and each night we were prayed for by the 
ministry team. The power of God was so strong upon us that we were not even able to 
stand up and literally spent hours flat on our back as God's Spirit moved in our lives. 
We both returned to Japan with a whole new outlook on God, on our relationship, and 
on our ministry. We felt it was as though the Lord had come and taken away our "old 
wineskins" and given us new ones. God had done in a few hours of prayer what would 
have taken us years to work out on our own.  
 We returned to Japan with a whole new way of thinking. We made only one goal 
and vision for the church, "to allow the Lord to do whatever He wanted to do, wherever 
He wanted to do it, to whomsoever He wanted to do it to, and whenever He wanted to 
do it." We only prayed that we would not get in the way. 



52 Testimony of Renewal in Yokohama Grace Bible Church 

 

 
  
 We allowed a much less restricted time of worship. We spent much more time in 
prayer after the message. And most of all we began to just soak the people in prayer 
every opportunity we could. We began to believe for and see people "experiencing" 
God. The result was that what we saw happening in Toronto began to start in our church 
in Yokohama. We saw and are still seeing many unusual manifestations of the Holy 
Spirit. We often see people fall over, some shake, some laugh, some cry, some seem to 
be playing, or dancing, or doing some other type of gestures as they lay on the floor. 
Other people have no visible reaction, but are just as hungry for the Lord and being 
changed just as dramatically by His Holy Spirit. At first we were very concerned and 
worried about these unusual type of actions, but as we listened to the testimonies of 
what was happening to these people our concerns were changed to shouts of joy.  
 Our church has seen continual growth both with new converts and with people 
returning to the Lord. We now have over 110 members and see new people coming to 
the church nearly every week. The greatest increase has come through friends and 
family members of church members who have been mightily changed by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. We have recently moved into a larger facility and are starting a 
leadership training program to prepare us for the vision of starting new churches in the 
near future. Why this growth has come can only be attributed to the grace of God. We 
started no new evangelical outreach program, we did not change our organizational 
setup, we didn't start new home meetings, and we did not make a concerted effort to 
become a more "seeker sensitive" church. The only changes were longer worship times, 
more altar calls, more times of prayer, and a strong expectation that we would meet God 
and that He would work in each one of us every time we came to Him.  
 Many testimonies could be told as to what is happening in individuals. My wife's 
story could be a brief synopsis of many others. My wife is Japanese and is a very 
dignified woman. On one occasion that she was prayed for I watched her for 4 hours as 
she was ministered to by the Spirit of the Lord. When she was prayed for she fell to the 
floor. She lay there quietly for several minutes and then she began to roll around. This 
was on a quite dirty floor, and my wife is a very finicky woman about cleanliness, but 
she kept rolling around and laughing for nearly one hour. After this she stood up and 
began to gesture as if playing with a ball. Then she began to dance all around the 
building that we were in. She danced for over 2 hours all the time laughing. She was 
totally aware of what was happening to her, but could not stop. Finally because of the 
late hour I practically had to carry her out of the building to the place that we were 
staying. The Spirit kept moving on her all through the next day. Later I questioned her 
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and she said that when she had fallen the Lord had come and started to play with her. He 
had played catch ball with her and then He had danced with her.  
 My wife grew up in a very severe home with a father who only knew how to 
express love through discipline. She has no recollection of ever playing with her father, 
nor of ever having him show affection to her. The Heavenly Father came that evening 
and did for her all the things that she had missed as a child. The result is that my wife 
has a much more stronger relationship with God, she has become bolder in her witness, 
she has even received healing from a uterine problem, and many of the problem areas 
which were a part of her character have literally been ripped out. It is not the purpose of 
this paper to give a biography of my wife, but rather to show that what has happened in 
her has happened in myself and scores of others in our fellowship. Some have been 
more dramatic in the way the Spirit moved in them, but most have been much less 
demonstrative. The results, however, have been the same. People love the Lord more; 
they love their neighbor more; and they desire to be more greatly involved in His work.  
 Another testimony is of a late forties "salary man" and his family. His wife had 
been baptized a few years ago and had been faithfully attending the church. We held 
home meetings at their place for several months with the specific purpose of reaching 
her husband. He was typical of many Japanese men his age: a manager in a major 
electronics company, working till late hours of the night often 6 days a week, and having 
no time for his wife or 2 teenage sons. His wife often complained of a loveless marriage 
and even wished openly that there was some way to end it. His children had little or no 
contact with their father. But, little by little, the Spirit was working in this man and 
when his company offered him an extended holiday because of his 25 years of service 
he asked his wife where she would like to go on a trip. Her desire was to go to Toronto 
and he, thinking that it would be nice to visit Niagara Falls, took her there. This was the 
fall of 1994 and the "Toronto Blessing" had been in progress for over 11 months. They 
attended the meetings nightly and toured the city and surrounding areas in the day. After 
several days there they returned to Japan almost like a different couple. Their 
relationship to each other was transformed. He was so full of God and full of His grace 
that hardly a worship service went by that this man, who never showed any emotion in 
all the years I knew him, would be in tears of joy and gratitude for the love of the 
Heavenly Father. His life was totally transformed in a matter of weeks. He received 
baptism and has currently grown to where now he and his wife are key leaders in the 
church. Their older son has been also strongly touched by the Lord and is currently 
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 praying about his future and how he can use his life for the glory of God. Their younger 
son who is still a high school student, although not yet a Christian, is hungry for the 
things of God and is walking in a wonderful and loving relationship with his father, to 
whom two years ago he wouldn't even say a word. God has brought a wonderful 
restoration in this family and the blessing has not stopped with them, but through them 
their neighbors, other family members, and friends have come to the church. After 
seeing the fruit which has been produced in this family one can only say "To God Be the 
Glory!" But, the "how" this happened goes beyond my human logic. This distinguished 
man, when prayed for begins to sway back and forth like the neck of a swan. He then 
falls to the floor where he jerks and undulates, sometimes for over an hour. He gets up 
off of the floor almost invariably with tears streaming down his face and words of praise 
and joy.  
 This type of testimony could be repeated by many of our members, but in order 
to give a clearer picture of the church let me give a brief explanation of the way our 
schedule is set up. We have our regular Sunday morning services at 10:30 and they are 
generally finished by 12:30. Most weeks we invite people for prayer either in the 
meeting room or in a separate room. We have ministry teams trained who help in 
praying for people. Some weeks it may only be only a few who come for prayer and 
other weeks the whole church may respond. Our ministry teams generally pray as teams 
of two. We lay hand softly on the person being prayed for and simply ask that the Holy 
Spirit would bless them and fill them. If they have a specific request we pray with them 
for that. We may pray for two or three minutes and then go on to pray for someone else. 
Sometimes we feel led by the Lord to pray more for people in what we call "soaking 
prayer," meaning just soaking them with our prayers and believing that the Holy Spirit is 
soaking them with His presence. Often, but not always, the person being prayed for will 
fall over. Sometimes they will have visible manifestation, but most times they don't. 
They may lay on the floor for several minutes, but some may stay there for over an hour. 
Invariably they speak of being blessed by the Lord and being refreshed by His Spirit.  
 On Friday nights we hold prayer meetings and also a meeting we have called a 
"Renewal Service." We spend a great deal of time in worship and then have a short 
teaching, usually on some topic of revival. This is followed by the same style of ministry 
that I have written about above. These meetings, unlike the Sunday service, are geared 
specifically for the purpose of waiting on the Lord and having Him minister to us.  
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We also hold Bible studies, home meetings, and other meetings throughout the 
week. We may or may not have "ministry time" in those meetings depending on the 
flow. As church leaders and pastors we are also always praying for each other and 
receiving ministry in the meetings too. We also hold special Renewal Meetings 
throughout the year and have invited guest speakers from both abroad and here in Japan 
to come and teach on revival and the things of the Holy Spirit.  
 We have encouraged our members to visit Canada and other places where 
revival is currently happening. We took a tour in 1995 of 18 people to Toronto for the 
"Catch the Fire Conference" there and this year in October a tour of over 30 people went 
for this year's conference. The people return home encouraged and eager to serve the 
Lord more.  
 

Analysis  
 
 I am a rather conservative person, though it may be difficult to believe after 
reading about these type of testimonies. So I enter into these areas of unexplainable acts 
with great reservation and also godly fear. But, after seeing the Spirit move so strongly 
and also seeing the wonderful results in peoples lives and homes I have no other 
recourse but to acknowledge that this is God and rather than trying to stop or quench His 
Spirit, it would be wise for me to cooperate with him. I have begun to read through the 
Bible again to see the areas which are supernatural and unexplainable.  I have looked 
again at church history and seen that this type of demonstration of God's power has 
happened over and over again. I have been helped greatly by reading books like When 
the Spirit Comes With Power by John White, Catch the Fire by Guy Chevreau, Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones' Revival, William DeArteaga's Quenching the Spirit and Revival: Its 
Principles and Personalities by Winkie Pratney. I have used the following questions to 
keep the church from going off into extremism and emotionalism: 1. Is it Biblical? 2. Is 
it seen in Church History? 3. What is the fruit? 4. Is it done in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus? 5. Are we maintaining the healthy vineyard of the Lord?  
 

1. Is it Biblical?   
 
 The Bible is full of the supernatural. Rereading the Book of Acts gives us a 
strong reference. We see that when the Holy Spirit moves it is beyond human 
comprehension. Acts 2 tells of the first outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Church. It 
tells of such unexplainable phenomena as tongues of fire on peoples heads, a sound like 
a rushing mighty wind, people speaking in languages that had never been learned, and 
behavior which caused the people around them to think that they must be drunk, even 
though it was only 9:00 in the morning. The fruit and the results were that thousands 
were converted and the church was born in the city of Jerusalem. 
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  Paul's conversion is a classic example of a sovereign and unexplainable act of 
God. As much as we teach that God is a gentleman and won't go beyond our will, we 
see him contradict that in the story of Paul. He was on his way to arrest and maybe even 
execute believers of Jesus Christ, but in God's chosen way, he was struck down by an 
open vision of the Lord Jesus Himself. He was blinded and clearly told to go and wait 
until he would be prayed for in the city of Damascus. Unusual and unexplainable, but 
still accepted as Biblical truth. The fruit and the results were that the greatest missionary 
of all time was started on his path.  
 There are of course many different interpretations for the miracles and 
unexplainable events that happen in the Bible. There is the thinking that such things 
don't happen any more. But we must all agree that it is in the Bible and that the ways of 
God are far beyond the ways of man.  
 

2.  Can it be Seen in Church History? 
 
 Throughout the history of the Church we see God moving in ways which can 
only be called unusual. Readings of the early Christian fathers are full of supernatural 
accounts. Some are probably marred by the passing of time and the superstition that 
followed them. But some of the accounts must be true because of the lives and cities 
that saw revival because of the events. An example would be Francis of Assisi in the 
12th century. An ex-soldier and playboy, he had a vision of Christ "with eyes fixed on 
him in tender love." This vision so freed him that he became the "radiant apostle of 
love." It is said of him that when he spoke "His words were like fire, piercing the heart" 
(Pratney 1994, 42). The result and fruit of this man's life was a movement that went 
around the known world and still does works of service to this day.  
 We all know the stories of Zwingli and of Luther. They both had experiences 
that brought them to Christ. Zwingli had his close encounter with the plague and Luther 
with lightning. Luther spent years as a monk searching until finally through his study of 
the book of Romans he discovered that the Gospel for him was "Good News" and his 
soul was "filled with peace, joy, and absolute trust in God" (Pratney 1994, 51). Through 
these men came the Reformation and millions were revived.  
 Moving to Wesley, we read from his diary that as a young missionary returning 
from America, he talked with a Moravian pastor. After this discussion he doubted his 
own salvation and he writes, "I went to convert the Indians; but oh, who shall convert 
me?" (Wesley 1938, 151).  
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On his return to England for three months he waited on God with much prayer and 
scripture reading and then in his journal he writes of the prayer meeting at Aldersgate 
where he was listening to the reading of Luther's Preface to Romans. He records on 
Wednesday, 24 May 1738: "About a quarter to nine, while he was describing the change 
which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I 
felt I did trust Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He 
had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death" 
(Wesley 1938, 475-476). The result was that he awoke the next morning with a whole 
new outlook on life and began the ministry which eventually became the Methodist 
Movement.  
 Wesley writes of a prayer meeting with some of his leaders:  
 

  Monday, Jan.1, 1739 Mr. Hall, Kinchin, Ingham, Whitefield, Lane, with about 
sixty of our brethren. About three in the morning, as we were continuing instant in 
prayer, the power of God came mightily upon us, insomuch that many cried out for 
exceeding joy, and many fell to the ground. As soon as we were recovered a little 
from that awe and amazement at the presence of his Majesty, we broke out with one 
voice, "We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord" (Chevreau 
1994, 208). 

 
 George Whitefield worked with Wesley in England. In Wesley’s public meetings 
people started to fall over and Whitefield decided to register a protest about this 
behavior to Wesley by letter: "I cannot think it right in you to give so much 
encouragement to these convulsions which people have been thrown into in your 
ministry." Ironically enough, when Whitefield came to confront Wesley in person he 
found himself reprimanded by reality, for when he was preaching the next day: 
  

Four persons sunk down close to him, almost in the same moment. One of them 
lay without sense or motion. A second trembled exceedingly. The third had strong 
convulsions all over his body, but made no noise, unless by groans. The fourth, 
equally convulsed, called upon God, with strong cries and tears.  

 
 From this time, Wesley writes, "I trust we shall all suffer God to carry on his 
own work in the way that pleaseth Him" (MacNutt 1990). 
 Jonathan Edwards' life and ministry are full of examples of the workings of God 
in people's lives. The great leader of the First Awakening of the 1730's wrote to a friend: 
"Since this time (a visit by Whitefield) there have often been great agitations of body, 
and an unavoidable leaping for joy" (White 1988, 94).  
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He goes on to write "many of the young people and children appeared to be overcome 
with a sense of the greatness and glory of divine things . . . and many others at the same 
time were overcome with distress about their sinful and miserable state and condition; 
so that the whole room was full of nothing but outcries, faintings and suchlike. . . . many 
were overpowered and continued there for some hours."  
 The famous revival in Cane Ridge, Kentucky talks about meetings that 
continued for days with 25,000 in attendance. One observer talks about the meeting: 
"The noise was like the roar of Niagara. The vast sea of human beings seemed to be 
agitated as if by a storm. . . . Some of the people were singing, others praying, some 
crying for mercy in the most piteous accents, while others were shouting vociferously" 
(White 1988, 70). 
 Charles Finney the 19th century revivalist describes his overwhelming 
experience of God as "waves of liquid love" (White 1988, 29). He goes on to tell of his 
being in Antwerp, New York at a village school house. He describes the phenomena of 
falling under the awesome power of God's presence and conviction: "An awful 
solemnity seemed to settle upon the people; the congregation began to fall from their 
seats in every direction and cry for mercy. If I had a sword in each hand, I could not 
have cut them down as fast as they fell. I was obliged to stop preaching." 
 We could look at many more examples throughout modern history. It shows that 
when God moves it is beyond the comprehension or the packaging of man. Even here in 
Japan we can read accounts of early revival in the 1880's. J. Edwin Orr in his book, 
Evangelical Awakenings in Eastern Asia, tells of the Christian population in Japan 
going from ten in 1872 to 5,000 by 1882. He talks about an awakening that spread 
throughout the country. In 1884 the "Week of Prayer" starting in January at Doshisha 
University could not be stopped but ran on until March, with 200 students being 
baptized. In 1886 in Sendai, "There were intense emotional upheavals, much confession 
and restitution, and many testimonies to the joy of new life in Christ" (1975, 9-10).  Otis 
Carey writes in his chapter titled "Rapid Growth 1883-1888," "Japan experienced 
remarkable growth through "the beginning of a series of remarkable revivals that 
exerted a powerful influence upon Christians and through them upon the unbelievers." 
Churches became crowded with eager listeners. The word 'rebaiburu' gained a place in 
the Japanese Christian vocabulary. There were "tears, sobbings and broken confessions 
of sin among these supposed Oriental stoics" (Carey 1909, 216). By 1890 the church 
numbered 30,000 members (Orr 1975, 10). 
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3. Does the Fruit Bring Glory to God?   
  
 Matt 7:20 says "Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them" (NIV). If what is 
"happening" is bringing about proper fruit then we can be pretty sure that God is in 
control of events. Throughout these past two years we have seen a greater desire to pray, 
a deeper hunger to know and to obey God's Word, a sincere desire and effort to live 
lives that are holy and pleasing to God, a genuine desire to be in submission to the 
church and to the pastor, a greater passion to see the lost brought into the Kingdom of 
God, and a sacrificial giving of time, finance, and talents. The fruit that can visually be 
seen in the church is an over two-fold rise in membership and a financial stability that 
has never been seen before. 
 Never in my readings or in my ministry have I seen the power of darkness 
producing this type of fruit in people. Therefore I conclude that what is happening is of 
God. With this type of fruit a pastor can only say "More, Lord."  
 

4. Is it Being Demonstrated Through the Use of the Name of the Lord Jesus? 
 
 "And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him" (Col. 3:17 - NIV). As a church and 
as a leadership we are very careful to do all in the Name of the Lord. To live our lives 
and run our ministries for the glory of His Name. When we pray for people or minister 
to people, we pray in the Name of Jesus. Our whole focus is on Him and on His Word. 
We constantly tell people to seek the Lord and not some sign or manifestation. With 
Him as our goal we are trusting that He will lead us in the right direction. We are aware 
that there are deceptions in the world, but also we know that our God is true and faithful 
to lead us in safety as long as we keep our eyes on Him. I like the words of John Arnott 
when he says, "We have to have more faith in God's ability to bless us than in Satan's 
ability to deceive us" (Arnott 1995, 110). 
 

5. Is it Taking Place in the Lord's Vineyard, the Church?  
  
 Just because we are seeing a new move of God in our midst we have not thrown 
away the important foundations of what we are as a church. The concept of God 
working in His vineyard, the church, is very important to us. Therefore we want our 
vineyard to be a protective place, a strong place, and a holy place. We want our 
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 members to feel that they are safe being in the Church of God. Especially in this day of 
the Aum religion and many strange spiritual counterfeits we must have churches that are 
safe and secure. We must be places that teach and live the "whole Gospel." As a church 
we preach the Word in a systematic and proper way according to our tradition. We 
spend a great deal of time in worship and praise. We magnify God through the Biblical 
expressions of worship. We regard spiritual discipline as important. We teach our 
people to pray both privately and corporately. We teach fasting, giving, service to the 
church, obedience and other areas that require discipline. Holiness and sanctification are 
kept in high regard. We do not preach an "anything goes" theology of God. We teach 
against sin and immorality. We teach the high standard of the Word of God. We attempt 
to allow the Holy Spirit His freedom to do whatever He wants to do, but we are not 
naive to the fact that we must do our part also. 
 
Conclusion  
 
 Because of this sovereign act of God my life has been transformed, and the life 
of the church has been changed. I feel that this is all in preparation for the church to be 
ready for the greatest outpouring of His Spirit that has ever been seen on this nation. 
 I feel that this renewal is allowing the people of Japan to be ministered to by the 
Father Heart of God. This is a nation of in abstentia fathers. It is mostly a population 
which has grown up without a father's love and God is using this renewal to bring health 
and soundness to the church so that we can see this transfused into the whole nation.  
 I also feel that this renewal is a time for healing of emotions. This nation is a 
land of suppressed feelings and the church itself is not only itself suppressed, but has 
been active in suppressing the emotional health of its members. The Spirit is bringing 
back joy and laughter to His church. We have seen over and over again that the joy of 
the Lord is our strength. We have seen that where the presence of the Lord is there is 
liberty.  
 This renewal is also bringing back the prodigal sons and daughters to the church. 
We have seen it in Yokohama and also throughout the nation. There is a real 
homecoming happening in many churches. People are shedding their religiosity and 
becoming more real. As a result those who have been hurt in the past are returning to the 
body, churches which are more loving and accepting.  
 Japan is a land which needs to see the manifestation of the power of God. Japan 
has from time to time felt rumblings and the beginnings of a national movement, but 
other than the Catholic movement in the days of Xavier, and a few rumblings in this 
past century there had never been a great ingathering of Japanese souls. My cry is with 
the great missionary Paul who did not come with great speech but rather with God's 
power. "My speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in 
the wisdom of men but in the power of God" (1 Cor. 2:4,5 - NIV). We have seen a little 
thing start in our church in Yokohama and we are trusting that we will be able to keep in 
step with the Spirit so that this work will continue and that our city will come to the 
Lord. We are also hoping to see more churches started as we try to follow the Lord to do 
our part in the reaching of this nation. But our cry is not to see one church grow and 
move on with the Spirit but that rather that the Holy Spirit would move freely in all the 
churches throughout this land.  
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 I close with a quote of wisdom from D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones which I keep above 
my desk.  
 

We must be very careful in these matters. What do we know of the realm of the 
Spirit? What do we know of the Spirit falling on people? What do we know about 
these great manifestations of the Holy Spirit? We need to be very careful 'lest we be 
found fighting against God,' lest we be guilty of 'quenching the Spirit of God' (White 
1988, 13). 
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My Baptist Faith 
  
 I was raised in a Baptist family, and my father was also a Baptist. To talk about 
my background, I'm from the Japan Baptist Association. That's linked with the 
American Baptist Association; not the American Baptist Convention. We're well known 
in the Southern United States as Landmark Baptists, or Missionary Baptists. We're a 
little different to Southern Baptists; we stick more to Bible principles. So, don't confuse 
the different types of denominations; there are many that are called "Baptists" nowadays. 
 I graduated from Seminary in Arkansas almost 30 years ago. I don't preach in 
English very often, so my English is kind of rusty, and you may have a hard time 
hearing what I'm saying. I'd like to pass out Doctrinal Statements so you can understand 
what my affiliation is. When I talk about "Baptists," I'm talking about biblical, scriptural 
Baptists. As I mentioned earlier, there are many kinds of Baptists nowadays, many 
compromising. I still stay in the biblical stand in all faith and practice. If you look at the 
Doctrinal Statements, we may have many in common, but we may be different on No. 9: 
We believe that the miraculous manifestation gifts were done away with when the Bible 
was completed. Faith, Hope, and Love are the vital abiding spiritual gifts. Maybe you 
believe differently. We're different from many of the Baptist and Protestant Churches 
today, on No. 17 through No. 20.  

                                                           
7 Shinji Amari is Pastor of the Abiko Missionary Baptist Church. He served for many 
years as a missionary in Japan with the American Baptist Association. He is a graduate 
of the Missionary Baptist Seminary in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
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 No. 17: We believe that Jesus Christ established his Church during his Ministry 
while on earth, that it is always a local, visible assembly of spiritually baptized 
believers, in covenant relationship to carry out the commission of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and each Church is an independent, self-governing body, and no other ecclesiastical 
body may exercise authority over it. We believe that Jesus Christ gave the Great 
Commission to the New Testament Churches only, and that he promised perpetuity of 
his Churches. 
 No. 18: We believe that there are two pictorial ordinances in the Lord's 
Churches: Baptism and the Lord's Supper. Scriptural Baptism is immersion of penitent 
believers in water, administered by the authority of the New Testament Church, in the 
Name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Lord's Supper is a memorial 
ordinance, restricted to the members of the church observing the ordinance.  
 No. 19: We believe that there are two divinely appointed offices in the Church, 
pastors and deacons, to be filled by men, whose qualifications are set forth in 1 
Timothy. 
 No. 20: We believe that all associations and fellowships and committees are and 
properly should be servants of and under control of the Local Churches. 
 In other words, we don't approve of any body that would control the local 
churches. The local church is the final state, and we have only Jesus Christ as the head 
over the church. And so we stick to believing in the local, autonomous, independent 
churches. That's the Baptist position about the fellowship of the churches. I would like 
for you to listen to my testimony with the understanding of this Statement. 
 

My Missionary Testimony 
 
 I came to Abiko City about 24 years ago, and started mission work just with my 
family. I had a hard time starting mission work there, because I didn't know anybody in 
the city. I preached only to my family for almost one year. I know how hard missionary 
work is. During the week, my wife preached to me, so on Sundays I had a great 
opportunity to preach to her. That was my start in mission work, but I enjoyed it, 
because it gave me time to bring together the family ties and to worship together. One 
year later, an old man visited our meeting through the distribution of tracts. He was an 
ex-Jehovah's Witness. When he came, he did not know any difference, but he sat and 
listened, and accepted the Lord with tears in his eyes. He was 75 years old at that time. 
He was looking for real peace of mind, and he found it, when he accepted the Lord Jesus 
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 Christ into his heart. That was such a wonderful experience, when I saw one soul 
saved! So I really appreciate all the missionaries here, preaching the Gospel and winning 
souls for the Lord Jesus Christ. After that, the Lord continued blessing us, and in 4 
years, we had 20 members. In the following 20 years, the Lord has blessed our work in 
Abiko; we have about 80 members, and we have many ministries going on within our 
church.  
 We have a broadcasting work which we've been carrying out in Japan for 18 
years, especially in Ibaragi Prefecture and Northern Chiba Prefecture. We gained many 
converts through the radio ministry.  
 Also our church started a cemetery ministry, a graveyard. Let me tell you how 
that got started. Abiko at that time was not a very large town, and the people there were 
bound by the old traditions regarding burial. There was an old man, who was very 
worried what was going to happen to his body. Of course, he knew that his soul would 
go to be with the Lord, but he was concerned with what his relatives would do with his 
body. I also knew that what happens to the body has no bearing on the soul, but I have 
always preached against the old Japanese religions and practices, because one of the 
main obstacles in Japan is that the people are bound to the temples because of the 
graveyards. So, I figured I had to cut that off; I had a responsibility to provide a place for 
the body to rest. So, we started the cemetery, and now we have about 300 churches 
using our cemetery and also 300 Christian families using it. Brother Douma, the earlier 
speaker—his church is also using the graveyard. See, in the graveyard, I'm non-
denominational. Well, we have the same Lord and the same salvation, so we provide.  
 The theme of the Christian cemetery here is "The hope of resurrection." One old 
man, who visited the cemetery here, looked at the stone engraved with the words, "The 
hope of resurrection." He couldn't figure out why the word "hope" was connected to the 
graveyard, because he thought that the graveyard is the final place, with no hope. I 
happened to be cleaning the cemetery that day, so he came up to me and asked me about 
it. 
 "Are you the guardian of this cemetery?" 
 "Yes, I am." 
 "Explain to me; why do you have 'hope' in this graveyard?" 
 The Lord had provided me with an opportunity to witness, so I told him about 
the hope that we have, that this is not a final resting place, but that it's just a waiting 
place until the time that our Lord Jesus comes back and all the saints will be resurrected. 
So this is a place of hope for us. If you believe in Jesus Christ, you have this great hope. 
He was very drawn to this word, "hope." I later received a letter from him, saying that he 
had attended church in his own town, accepted Jesus Christ and had been saved, and  
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was very happy about it. So, you need this kind of ministry in Japan as well. 
 We also have a printing ministry. We have printed a great many Evangelistic 
books and Baptist books. Our church also supports home missions and is supporting two 
local missions. Our church also sponsors two Bible schools; one in the Philippines on 
Cebu Island and the other in our church in Japan. There are 30 to 40 students in the 
Philippines, and we are also sponsoring 10 missionaries in the Philippines.  
 The reason that we got involved in mission work in the Philippines is because of 
some visitors we had one day from the Philippines. They were Catholics, but didn't 
know any thing about it. I was deeply moved by them, because there are so many 
Catholics in the Philippines, not many real churches. So the Lord led me to visit the 
Philippines, and we started work about 5 years ago. The Lord has really blessed us, and 
through the 10 missionaries, thousands of Filipino souls were led to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and we established many missions in the mountains and in the cities through the 
graduates of the seminary. About 50% of our church income goes to the missions. And I 
really appreciate the members of our church, who have a real zeal for the mission. When 
I was in seminary, I learned that the Lord really blesses churches that have a large, 
world-wide vision. If you lose that world-wide vision and just stay in one church, your 
vision becomes so narrow to the point that your mission is restricted. And you miss 
great opportunities to expand your ministry. I realized that, and even when we only had 
5 or 6 members, I preached a world-wide vision. I always emphasized world-wide 
evangelism.  
 

Visible, Supernatural Phenomena 
 
 Now, I don't believe in visible, supernatural phenomena like speaking in tongues 
or healings. We're very different from Pentecostal or charismatic people, but we love the 
Lord just as much as they do. There are people who go all-out for these kinds of things, 
and focus only on them, and they forget that the Lord has other methods for 
evangelizing. Like the pastor was saying last night, you can't put the Holy Spirit in a 
box. The Lord works through many means, I believe, so don't just fix your minds on one 
thing. I believe that's why the Lord led me here to present my testimony to you. 
 So, we don't believe in such visible, supernatural phenomena, but the Lord has 
worked through us, one local church, to lead many thousands of souls to be saved and 
converted. They have a new heart and new life, they have great joy of salvation, and I've 
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 been witnessing to this all my life through my ministry, without any speaking in 
tongues and healings. We have great revivals in our Baptist churches without any 
speaking in tongues and healings.  
 I remember when I was back in the States, some 30 to 35 years ago, I visited 
many country churches in Arkansas like those of Brother Elkins who was bought up in 
the country there in Arkansas. Oh, those churches were filled with the Holy Spirit. I've 
been witnessing it in their singing and being a testimony to their neighbors, and they do 
it without visible, supernatural phenomena like speaking in tongues or healings.  
 Throughout the history of the Baptists, we never have practiced such things as 
healings and tongues. And the Lord has blessed the work of the Baptists, to the point 
where throughout the world, you will find people called Baptists and churches called 
Baptist churches, which have spread the Gospel of Christ through the world, without 
visible, supernatural phenomena like speaking in tongues or healings. Yes! So don't fix 
your mind one way that it has to have tongues or healings to be evangelism. 
 

Why No Visible, Supernatural Phenomena Today 
 
 Let me tell you why I don't believe in visible, supernatural phenomena like 
speaking in tongues or healings. Sometimes we forget why the Lord gave the visible 
signs of speaking in tongues or healings. There's a reason! Let's look at Mark 16:17.  
 

And these signs will accompany those who believe. In my name, they will drive 
out demons, they will speak in new tongues, they will pick up snakes with their 
hands, and when they drink deadly poison it will not hurt them at all, they will place 
their hands on sick people, and they will get well. After the Lord Jesus had spoken to 
them he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the 
disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them, and 
confirmed his Word with the signs that accompanied it. 

 
 Here you can find the reason that the Lord gave these kind of visible signs. To 
confirm the Word, that's the reason that the Lord gave the visible signs! This was very 
important, because at that time the Bible was not completed. The revelation was still 
being made. In order to supplement this incomplete revelation, God allowed for such 
visible signs to confirm the Word. So, when the revelation was completed, the word was 
completely confirmed. This connects to 1 Cor. 13:8. 
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Love never fails; but where there are prophecies, they will fail, where there are 
tongues they will be still (that means stopped), where there is knowledge it will pass 
away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the 
imperfect disappears. 

 
 Now, so many Pentecostal and Charismatic people think that this perfection 
means the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. If that were so, visible signs would continue 
until he comes back to earth. But, to my knowledge of the Greek language of the New 
Testament Bible, it's a very forced interpretation to take that "perfection" as the second 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. That's because the term is the neuter gender and not 
female nor male gender. That means that it's not talking about a man. What is the 
"perfection?" If it's not a person—and the language dictates that it's not a person—then 
what is it? I believe that this perfection means the perfect revelation of God. When the 
Word was completed, then we have a perfect book, like the Bible I have in my hands. 
Until revelation was completed and the Word of God was confirmed, we needed visible 
signs.  
 Just like when you build a building, until the building is completed, you have 
scaffolding around it. You need that scaffolding to build the building. But when the 
building is completed, do you leave the scaffolding up? No, you take it away! The 
building is much prettier that way. So, while the visible signs were necessary during the 
times of the Apostles, when the Bible is completed, all of this visible scaffolding 
disappears. You can find the same doctrine I mentioned in 1 Cor. 13, in Ephesians and 
the other epistles, and you can also see that Paul did not think that tongues and healings 
were very important gifts of God. Rather, he stressed the importance of words that made 
sense. 
 

Baptism of the Holy Spirit Versus Being Filled with the Holy Spirit 
 
 People who make tongues and healings important also stress the Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. I believe in the Baptism of the Holy Spirit as well, but I believe that the 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit was the event that happened on the day of Pentecost, when 
the Lord gave the Holy Spirit to the Church. That's the event that is called the Baptism 
of the Holy Spirit. It was a one-time experience in the history of the church, no more.  
 But I believe in being filled with the Holy Spirit. That's another thing. So many 
people confuse these two. I believe in being filled with the Holy Spirit, although I do not 
believe in the healings or speaking in tongues or shaking or dancing or swimming, or all 
that other stuff. The Filipino Pentecostals, they practice what they call "swimming" 
during their services. They move their arms like they are swimming, and they go around 
and around. And they say that that's a work of the Holy Spirit. Well, I don't know. This 
kind of language may offend some people here, but to me, that's very childish.  
 I believe that when you totally yield your body to the Lord, you will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit in your heart, but if you follow the flesh, you cannot be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. Only when you follow the Word of God, the Word of God will work 
through the Holy Spirit. Some people have this strange idea that the Holy Spirit works 



69 How God Is Working through My Group 

 

separately from the Word of God. No, I don't believe in that. The author of the Bible is 
the Holy Spirit! So how can the Word of God and the Holy Spirit contradict? There 
must always be unity between the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. If you ignore the 
Word of God and the commandments of the Lord Jesus Christ, you are not a spiritual 
person! That's the way we Baptist people think. The Word of God is more important 
than anything else in our lives.  
 When King Saul disobeyed the commandment of the Lord, the prophet Samuel 
told him that the Lord is more pleased in one who keeps the commandments of the Lord 
than in sacrifice. Obedience to the Word is more important in our Christian lives today, 
as well. So if you completely submit yourself to the control of the Holy Spirit, then the 
Lord will work through you and your ministry; the Holy Spirit will use you and change 
your life. But I don't call that Baptism of the Holy Spirit, and I don't think you need 
healings and speaking in tongues to submit yourself to the Lord.  
 Of course, I pray for the sick, and the Lord has answered my prayers, although 
we don't show it off. The big healing conventions and things of that sort are just a show-
off to draw people. There are some Japanese Buddhist sects that do the same sort of 
things, and some people actually get well. If people get well at a charismatic church, it is 
because the Lord answers our prayers, not because of their "healing pastor" or whatever. 
The Lord answers our prayers! That's the reason, a simple reason. 



70   

  

My Vision for Revival in Japan 
 

by  
 

Paul Kiichi Ariga 8 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

I will begin with some words of appreciation.  
First, I became a Christian through a Swedish missionary who once was a 

missionary to China, but as the door was closed, had to come to Japan. On December 
31, 1947, I was on my way to the largest shrine and the temple to pray for my salvation, 
when I met my Christian friend on the street who was going to church. Knowing that I 
was seeking salvation, he really insisted that I go to church with him, but I refused. He 
finally took me and as he knew judo, he overpowered me and pulled me to church. That 
night the Swedish missionary presented the pure gospel from John 3:3 and 3:16. 

Even though it was the first time, I found the true living God and the Son Jesus who 
became the Savior, dying on the cross taking my place to be punished. Being raised 
from the dead on the third day, he assured salvation. I realized how sinful I was, and that 
the way of salvation is totally different from the way of Buddha. I repented of my sins 
and believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

                                                           
8 Dr. Paul Kiichi Ariga serves as President of the All Japan Revival Mission, the All 
Japan Revival Biblical Seminary and the International Evangelical Seminary. He is also 
Vice Chairman of the Japan Church Growth Institute and an international faculty 
member of the Haggai Institute. He received a D.D. degree from Newport University 
and has received the Dr. Donald McGavran Church Growth Award from the Fuller 
Theological Seminary School of World Missions. 
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Even though it was the first time for me to hear the good news of Jesus Christ, I was 

born again and had the assurance of the forgiveness of my sins and of eternal life. The 
elder of the church gave me a word of confidence through Matthew 9:2. 

Seven years after my conversion, my mother became a Christian and after another 
seven years, my father, my brother and his wife, two sisters and two brothers-in-law 
became Christians. So all my family became Christians. This is the victory of the 
gospel, and God's reward to the dedication and sacrifice of missionaries in Japan. These 
missionaries were the spiritual sons of the revival in Sweden. They used to say that they 
were born in fire, so they can never stand in smoke. 

I truly thank you dear missionaries for your dedication and hard work in this so-
called most difficult country in the world. God will truly give us revival because of the 
prayer, tears and blood of missionaries. 

Secondly, I appreciate this opportunity to present a paper on my vision for revival in 
Japan. It is certainly my privilege and joy to share with you what God has laid on my 
heart: to win Japan for Christ with revival. 

Since the All Japan Revival Koshien Mission in 1993, God has revealed His mighty 
hand to bring revival to Japan, calling His churches to unity and breaking down walls 
between denominations. I was appointed as a chairman of this mission. The Lord 
showed me these three principles; first, we firmly stand on the Bible, second, 
cooperation by the leading of the Holy Spirit, and third, we engage in the strategic level 
of spiritual warfare to win souls for Christ. 

The Lord encouraged me to conduct more than 750 prayer meetings throughout 
Japan and created the spirit of expectation among the Christians. With three days of 
meetings, 125,000 people attended, and 22,000 people came forward to make first time 
decisions, to be sanctified, to be healed and for dedication. The Lord touched people's 
hearts and gave them hearts of flesh. It certainly became a new day of revival. 

Here I must make an apology. During 1971-1972, I was studying at Fuller 
Theological Seminary at the school of World Mission and Church Growth. Each student 
made a report from their country on the growth of the church and the expansion of 
missions. To my surprise, especially the reports from Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, 
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia and India showed a sharp drop in church growth 
between 1941 - 45, during World War II. As Dr. Donald McGavran asked the reason for 
this sudden drop, each one said that it was the Japanese army's invasion. As a Japanese, 
I had to ask forgiveness from each one representing his own country. It was sin first 
against God, and then also against you American people, too.  
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In October 1993, there was the first consultation on spiritual warfare world-wide in 

Seoul, Korea, sponsored by the AD 2000 United Prayer Track.  
I was asked to give a report on Japan on the third day in the afternoon. The Lord 

showed me to give a report under 5 C's: the crisis of Japan, the courses of Japan, the 
curses of Japan, the cures of Japan and the challenge of Japan. 

But under the cures of Japan, I wasn't sure of the detailed way to cure Japan. On the 
morning of the second day, at morning devotions, Dr. Charles Kraft as the leader of the 
hour, suggested we kneel down on the floor. As soon as I knelt down, the Lord spoke to 
me that there must be 4Rs to cure Japan. The first R was repentance, the second 
reconciliation, the third must be revival and the fourth R will be reformation. 

As I was sharing what the Lord was leading me about repentance, I just repented 
before a Korean brother whose father had been killed in front of him. In tears I asked 
him to forgive. It was an experience of heaven opening. In tears he offered me 
reconciliation in Christ. God touched the whole audience with repentance and 
reconciliation in that room. It was a time of revival. 

Through these experiences, I firmly believe that the Hour of Revival, or the Season 
of Revival has come to Japan now. This is my vision for Revival in Japan. 

 

My Involvement with Revival 
 

Firstly, I was led to Christ through a Swedish missionary born in revival fire. 
Secondly, I was reached in personal evangelism by a lay person who was led to Christ 
by Nakada Jyuji, a Holiness Revivalist of the 1930's. 

Thirdly, when I was a student at Kansai Bible College, the President, Rev. Joro 
Sawamura, cried in his prayers for revival all the time, and on every third Friday night 
every month, we conducted Revival Prayer night. 

Fourthly, when I was at Fuller, I took a course on Revival by Dr. J. Edwin Orr.   
Fifthly, I found the precious historical resources on actual Japanese revivals in the 

Fuller Library. 
Sixthly, in 1971 and 1972, I was able to visit four countries in Latin America and 

Africa, especially Kenya for forty days, and saw the realities of revival. 
Seventhly, I visited Korea for EXPO 74. More than one million Christians gathered 

at the Yoido field. I was touched by their prayers for revival. Right there, the Lord spoke 
to me. "Without vision, people will perish" (Prov. 29:18). 
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Eighthly, I visited Argentina in November of 1992 and saw the most active reality of 

revival. The God of the Argentine revival touched me and anointed me with a fresh 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

 

My Definition of Revival 
 

By Revival I mean Revolution and Awakening. Revolution with the Christians and 
the churches first, then an awakening among the unsaved people.  

Revolution has two elements; the first is spiritual renewal among the churches and 
the other is reconstruction of the churches. The spiritual renewal will bring Christians 
and churches to new worship services, Bible Studies, and prayerful devotion. 
Responsible disciples will be made by reconstruction of the structures in the churches. 

Then comes the awakening of the unsaved people. They will be attracted through the 
spirit-filled lives of witnesses to Christ and naturally they will be saved. Through the 
dynamic incorporation of new believers into the body of Christ, the churches will 
experience total church growth. So the living church will engage in world-wide 
ministries and fulfill the Great Commission. The total process of this Revolution and the 
Awakening, I call Revival. 

 

My Observations of Revivals 
 

There are four characteristics of Revivals. First, the sudden changes make people 
receptive to the gospel. Second, there is a great harvest of souls within a short period of 
time. Third, new structures appear in a new Christianity. Fourth, there is a release of the 
power of the Holy Spirit to minister to people's needs. 

There are five findings in Revivals. The first is that Revival starts rather from the 
branch churches not from the main line of the churches. The second is the necessity of 
paradigm shift. The third is the change of traditional leaders. The fourth is a change 
from the traditional construction of the church. The fifth is the insight of effective 
leadership and expansion of an adventurous faith. 
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My Japanese Revival Strategy 
 

A. The Joshua Vision 
 
The Lord commanded Joshua to get ready to cross the Jordan and promised that "I 

will give you every place where you set your foot" (Josh. 1:2,3). Joshua had to lead his 
people into the land of the promises of God and he had to fight and win the battles in 
order to settle down in that promised land. 

The Lord's promises to Joshua included: the great inheritance (1:4), the great victory 
(1:5a), the great presence (1:5,9), and the great prosperity (1:8b). 

The response of God's people was "Whatever you have commanded us we will do, 
and wherever you send us we will go. Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will obey 
you" (Josh. 1:16,17). 

Revival is from the heart of God Himself, as He says, "See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up" (Isaiah 43:18) and "Not by might, nor my power, but by my Spirit, 
says the Lord Almighty" (Zech. 4:6). We must accept His Will for Japan and His 
promises for Revival. And we must respond with total obedience and total trust. 

 

B. The Nehemiah Effect 
 

1. Nehemiah's prayer (Neh. 1:1-11) 
 
"O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayers 

of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by 
granting him favor in the presence of this man" (Neh. 1:11). 

 

2. Nehemiah's inspections (Neh. 2:12-18) 
 
"I set out during the night with a few men . . . examining the walls of Jerusalem," 

(2:12-13), "You see the trouble we are in; Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have 
been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer 
be in disgrace" (2:17). 

Japan is a really peculiar country with so many religions piling up from the old 
animism to the newest new new religions. Japan finally sinned against God by making 
the emperor a deity and in his name, many young people went to war and invaded 
country after country. God's mighty Hand was upon Japan; Japan was defeated, and after 
the war the freedom of faith, meeting and the church was assured. 

It really was the season of revival; many, many people gathered on the streets and in 
homes, churches, and halls making decisions. However the church was not fully 
prepared to mature the new converts, so like the tide of the sea, people left churches. 

Recently, we are finding the most receptive segment of society is the young wives 
with children who are starting to go to school. 
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Young people are always receptive in Japan; if the church gives them the appropriate 
message to meet their felt needs, they surely respond. 

High officials have begun to be receptive to the gospel. They are under heavy 
responsibilities and are seeking relief and deliverances from many bondages at home or 
in society. 

 

3. Nehemiah's mobilization (Neh. 2:18) 
 
"They replied. 'Let us start rebuilding.' So they began this good work." 
Opposition to the rebuilding from inside and outside arose (chapters 4 and 6), but 

their motivation was strong enough and finally the wall was completed. 
For the Koshien Revival Mission, we have asked Christians to become spiritual 

warfare prayer warriors and more than 15,000 responded. We not only met the goal of 
180,000 hours of prayer, but have prayed more than 350,000 hours. No wonder the Lord 
gave us the most thrilling results. Harvest Evangelism of Argentina encouraged us very 
much. 

 

C. Jesus' ministry (Mark 16:15-18) 
 
Jesus Christ is our best model; he preached the good news leading people to 

salvation, drove out demons, imparted a fresh touch of the Holy Spirit and healed. 
Throughout the revivals in the world today, we can clearly recognize that this four-fold 
ministry of Jesus is carried out and that the glory of God is vitally revealed! 

As a conclusion, I stand firmly on the promises of the Word of God that "All flesh 
shall see the salvation of God" (Luke 3:6). This assures the coming of revival, and also, 
"Be glad, O people of Zion, rejoice in the Lord your God, for he has given you the 
autumn rain in righteousness. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring 
rains as before" (Joel 2:23). 

Surely it is the season of revival throughout the world. God who concerns himself 
with every nation and race will pour out His Spirit upon Japan for the great harvest of 
the spring rain. 

So we fill up the valley of defeat, bring the mountain of unbelief low, straighten the 
crooked ways of dishonesty and smooth the rough ways of unbalances, birthing the unity 
in the body of Christ; then all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

The result will be seen as the universal blessing, the unmistakable blessing and the 
supernatural blessing. Praise the Lord! 
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Overview: Revivals in Japan 
 

A Workshop 
 

by Kenny Joseph9 
 
  
 
 
Japan saw revival in l98 A.D., with the coming over of Middle Eastern Christians, and 
in 5l5 A.D., with the first church built in Kadona, Kyoto. We skip over l800 years and 
come to l885 at a missionary convention in Yokohama. 
 Almost 30 years after the first Protestant missionaries came to Japan in l859, 
revival broke out at a conference of missionaries in Yokohama as one after the other 
confessed failure, defeat, frustration, no converts. Japanese pastors, meeting in a parallel 
conference, heard of the missionaries’ brokenness and this led to a revival with them.
 In l908 there was further revival in Hachioji City. Rev. Hiromichi Okawa, 86, of 
the Holiness church, described in detail the revival that came to the Holiness seminary 
in l929, as the students actually fell down in the dining room and rushed to the chapel to 
pray and confess their sins. 
 The financial crisis they faced was because of their leaders’ decision to carry on 
the Mission and the school without foreign funds. The revival spread to the downtown 
Kanda area where morning and afternoon prayer revival services were then held nightly. 
Up to 5000 people came to the evangelistic services. "I was there," Rev. Okawa said, 
"and I never was the same since. I was on fire for the Lord. I had fifty-three meetings a 
month in Shizuoka. Now only three of those pastors are left." 
 The revival of l953 started among TEAM missionaries in Karuizawa and Tokyo. 
It seems the Lord sends a revival at least every hundred years, but sometimes every 
generation. And looking back, it seems revival often came after a financial crisis. 
 After Okawa Sensei and Mr. Joseph told about these revivals, Joseph’s son Ken 
Jr., told about a revival at BIOLA University which started after a popular student was 
killed in a skiing accident in l985. Rev. Kiichi Ariga brought it full circle with his 
update on the Japan Revival Mission under Rev. Takimoto. 

                                                           
9 A missionary in Japan for 46 years, Kenny Joseph serves as President of R.E.A.P. 
(Reinforcing Evangelists and Aiding Pastors) Mission. He received his B.A. from Bob 
Jones University and a M.A. from Winona Lake/Fuller Seminaries. 
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A Summary - Revival Came to Japan Over Seven Times 
 
 Revival first came to Japan on the beautiful Silk Road from Jerusalem, via 
Assyria, India and China. First of all, Jesus, Peter, Thomas, Matthew, Mark, John and 
Paul were all born-again Jews. They went out and preached the Gospel. The early 
church’s Messianic Jews came and took over the synagogues. Four hundred years later 
the Assyrian Apostolic Church of the East (nicknamed Nestorians) went out and started 
churches and put a cross on top. Then Nestorians taught Aramaic (like we teach 
English) to an illiterate Arab named Mohammed. Now educated, he plagarized the Bible 
and started Islam. Now it comprises one-third of the world. Forty-six countries in the 
world are under Islam majority. 
 The first Christian Assyrian missionaries came to Japan in l98 A.D. when 20,000 
people from the Chu Kinto (Middle East) came here via China and they were called 
Kung Yueh. They had big noses, were hairy and rode on horses. This was taken out of 
the Japanese history books. You’ll never read about it. Why? Because it shows that the 
Emperor was not "pure" Japanese, but part Mongolian, part Korean, part Chinese and 
part Middle Eastern. The Emperor (king) comes out "Ten no Heika" (descended majesty 
from heaven). This is Christ’s title. So after l930, the "purple curtain" came down and it 
was taboo, a closed subject. This is chronicled in an unpublished manuscript written by 
Dr. Saeki Yoshiro, world-renowned scholar on the subject. 
 The first revival came in l98 A.D. Then the inland seaport of Sakoshi, near 
Himeji, was where the Nestorian missionaries came. If you should visit there today, you 
would see a small shrine called "Daibyaku Jinja." What does that mean? The Shinto 
priest doesn’t know. It’s "David’s (Dabide) Shrine" with a big-nosed patron "saint." 
 We went there and found they didn’t know what it meant, but they told us that if 
we would go to Kyoto and ask at Hyoruji Temple, they would enlighten us. 
 So we went and the priests said that it was formerly "Uzumasa Dera Temple" 
and used to be a church! "Uzu Masa" is "Eshoo Mishikkha" or "Jesus the Messiah" in 
Assyrian. They had a big revival in that church in Kadona, Kyoto in 5l5 A.D., l000 years 
before Xavier. When was the next revival? 
 We must skip 1300 years to 1888 in Yokohama when God sent a revival to a 
missionary conference of discouraged souls. God usually sends a revival every 
generation (40 years) or for sure every hundred years. God didn’t wait 40 years. In l953 
a revival came to Tokyo and it was among TEAM missionaries. We in TEAM all knew 
each other. We knew each others’ faults and troubles, as a family. 
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The early morning prayer meeting was started in l950 in Tokyo. Every Thursday at 6:30 
we’d go and pray until 7:30. On our knees. At 7:30 a breakfast of coffee, toast, jam and 
peanut butter that somebody imported from America was served. Over at 8:30. Always a 
visiting speaker. Fifty-two times a year. This was also how everybody met and got the 
latest news. 
 But revival started at a bleak, winter TEAM conference prayer meeting on a 
depressing, cold day when the missionaries were down. Why? The director of finances 
said that finances were 50% down and there was little money. Famous speakers tried to 
tell us all about how it should be, but finally all the speakers had spoken, there was 
nothing spectacular happening. Then, Dr. Good, the TEAM missionary doctor got up. 
He admitted that he was a doctor and not a speaker, but he said that the hardest part of 
being a doctor is seeing a spastic. He said doctors can help bone problems, ulcers, etc., 
but a spastic is a heartache. The hand moves up and the foot moves down. If the foot 
moves, the hand moves. He made grotesque motions to explain his subject. He said 
there is no way to cure this spastic. The head says "go" and the hand says "don’t." Head 
says "left" and the foot goes right. Unresponsive, repulsive, obstinate.  
 He continued, "You are a bunch of spastics! God, our Head, says to do 
something and you’re not doing it, and that’s all I’ve got to say." 
 So now what should we do? We were a bunch of spastics. Just then a missionary 
got up and said, "I’m in charge now. For the next half hour there will be no speakers, no 
singers, no prayers, no testimonies, only silence. Just be quiet and pray."  And then we 
were told to get out a piece of paper and write on top "I’m a spastic." Then he said to 
write down everyone you have something against or vice versa. "If you think in your 
heart that your brother has aught against you, go to him."  
 There was no way out, so we started writing down names. I had 11 that I had to 
go to of the l50 missionaries. I headed over to see Jim, but somebody grabbed me and 
talked to me. We forgot breakfast and lunch. Some were crying, some were laughing 
and hugging. One was hitting another on the back.  
 Then when we finished this part, testimonies started. There was no way to 
contain it. We forgot to eat lunch or supper. It started in Tokyo and then went to 
Karuizawa where many missionaries were studying the language and some were ready 
to give up and go home. And each place where revival started to spark, it was not by 
preaching but by testimonies of what had happened. Spastics, who called themselves 
"cleansed lepers," formed revival teams and went nation-wide. 
 It continued on for almost a year. Teams went out all over. But whenever God 
builds a church, the devil comes and puts up a tent next door. What happened? The  
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revival continued for almost a year until the Youth for Christ World Congress (with 
which I was mainly affiliated through TEAM) came and saw this revival. They thought 
they could bottle it and put their name on it and say, "Look what we did. Youth for 
Christ brings revival to Japan."  
 At that, the Holy Spirit folded His wings and said "Good-bye" and flew away. It 
never got to the Japanese. Gospel teams went here and there—to Kobe, to Osaka. There 
was revival in Japan. But let’s get our eyes off experiences and keep them on Jesus, the 
precious blood of Jesus. Off the revival and on the Reviver. Revival is Jesus in action. 
Here is a recorded report on the spot in Shizuoka where I just returned to my room.  
 It is now 2:30 A.M., March 25, l953, and everybody is sleeping except me. 
Revival came to Japan. The revival was primarily on the missionary and social level, 
using those whose hearts he has touched. They call themselves cleansed lepers. Nothing 
spectacular. No one person behind it. Responding to invitations, TEAM missionaries, 
pastors and Bible school students testifying about what God is about to do. This is what 
happens. About 3:30 I received a phone call from a missionary team who were traveling 
spreading this revival fire. A missionary called saying, " We were passing your town of 
Shizuoka when I felt compelled to call you." 
 I told them we had a weekly prayer meeting scheduled for that night in our area. 
She said," We’ll just come along and share the blessing, ok?" Just the night before the 
Lord began to prepare my heart for something special. He showed me my sins according 
to Mark 7:20-23. I saw all that Christ was and how my life was just the opposite. I spent 
most of that precious day in personal prayer, confession, meditation and praising the 
Lord for the victory in His blood. Yet I had no real grasp of power. No spontaneous 
expression of praise. 
 At this prayer meeting time these "cleansed lepers" of the revival team led by 
Fred Jarvis, sat in with the missionaries in a circle on the tatami and gave testimonies. 
My heart was still cold, cynical and doubtful about this so-called revival in Japan.  I 
took it as just the overflow of missionaries’ pent-up frustrated emotions. They told about 
what the Lord did for the revival team, how He delivered them from their sins and how 
veteran missionaries and Bible teachers were transformed through the Holy Spirit. 
 The Lord gave me a desperate hunger and thirst for power and victory. Then 
someone put a chair in the middle of the room and asked anyone who needed prayer to 
come and kneel and they laid hands on them and prayed for them. To me that looked 
like a "chopping block." 
 One lady claimed victory. Another said "I’m delivered from...." One by one they 
came and this one said, "I hate Japanese. I’m from China and I love Chinese and 
Chinese food, but I hate these Japanese. I hate the toilets and I can’t stand the food. And 
this language is impossible. I’m going home!" 
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And one by one each one came with a need and each one was prayed for. One lady said, 
"I can’t talk aloud and I’m so bashful and frustrated." Someone said, "Just raise your 
hand." She said, "I can’t."  She raised her hands finally. One by one they came. One man 
was sitting over on the side. He said, "Is there anyone else who needs prayer." I said, 
"Lord, don’t pass me by." I hesitated. One of my former classmates said, "I love you and 
want you to get God’s best." A little fearful, I knelt. Someone said, "What do you 
want?" 
 I said, "I’m going out to preach in my next 4-month campaign soon and I’m 
scared of speaking in front of large crowds.  I want a new love for these people and 
power to preach effectively to them." I confessed all I knew. I asked if anyone there had 
anyone against me. Someone said they were offended by something I wrote. Another 
said he always remembered me and prayed for me and thought of Isaiah 6l:l,2. She then 
thrust her Bible under my nose, opened to these verses that God had used to call me to 
preach 4 years before, "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me because the Lord God has 
anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek . . . sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, proclaim liberty to the captives."  
 Suddenly God turned on the spiritual faucets of my dry, parched soul. Before all 
those missionaries that chair now looked like a chopping block and my neck was about 
to fall. Before all I broke down in uncontrollable tears for the first time in many years. 
As I wept I asked for love for my fellow-missionaries and pastors as well as the 
Japanese people and for the power of God to fall upon me. Missionaries then quoted 
verses like, "Fear not, you worm, I’ll help you." "Yea, I will lift you up . . . I will make 
you a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth." " . . . that the hand of the Lord has 
done this." Verses quoted here: "Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart. I 
shall make my words in your mouth fire and the peoples’ hearts wood, and the fire shall 
devour them." I asked God why He hadn’t killed me for reaching up and touching His 
glory sometimes. His Spirit spoke sweetly to me that He had forgiven me and I reached 
up by faith and said "Thank you, Lord, for the new wisdom, power, love, deliverance 
you have given me." I thanked and praised Him. We joined in joyful worship and 
someone said, "How near to heaven can we get?" Others said, "This is revival." 
 We praised God and gave Him the glory. This revival was not of man, but of 
God. It was part of a world-wide revival. Nothing fanatical. Just quietly guided by God. 
We got to bed at 2:30, but didn’t feel like sleeping. At 7 A.M. my Japanese associate 
evangelist came from Tokyo for a conference on our next campaigns, having fasted and 
prayed and having the same burden we had. Then without breakfast we were called into 
the Soul-winning training institute where they were having 3 days of special meetings. 
The leader, Gerry Johnson, asked me to give a short testimony as to what happened the 
night before. 
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 My Japanese associate first gave a testimony, after which I asked the students to 
pray. These young student, just a few hours previously, had poured out their hearts to 
God asking Him to bless us on our upcoming evangelistic campaign. This broke my 
heart as I realized that I came as a missionary to be a leader and here these young 
converts—brands plucked from the burning—were now praying for us. 
 I spoke through tears, telling them how the Lord had met us the night before. For 
the first time in years I had real tears of love and compassion and brokenness. "A broken 
and a contrite heart, oh God, Thou wilt not despise." I thought that weeping was 
effeminite, but God gave me a broken heart. After telling how the Lord had met my 
need and how I had claimed His power and love and wisdom to go out and reach these 
people, I sat down. For about an hour I had spoken in Japanese without one note. Simply 
overflowing, praising the Lord, and giving Him the glory. This was a miracle because it 
would take me at least 40 hours to prepare a one-hour message in Japanese.  
 The leader then got up and told a little more about the revival meeting and how 
he also received a love for the Japanese. He, too, broke down and this again touched the 
students’ hearts. He told them of how we had a chair in the middle and prayed over each 
one who came. He asked, "Who wants to be prayed for among you students." One young 
man blurted out, "The devil has bound me. Pray for me." One by one they came forward 
and were prayed for. One came and left with tears. Many had sins unconfessed. A 
couple were making love under a bridge and were to be expelled, and they came and 
confessed. Pride, no love, wicked sins were mentioned as they came forward one by one 
and asked for prayer.  
 We put our hands on them and prayed, quoting verses, overcoming Satan 
through the Word and the blood. We praised God for a wonderful spirit of victory. 
 Everyone came forward but one. We went back to our seats, sang a few songs, 
and the Japanese leader, Pastor Tsukigara, asked if there was anyone left. Nobody raised 
their hands. So he said, "Brother Tanaka, how is it with your heart?" Tanaka said he was 
OK and didn’t believe in all this emotionalism. Tsukigara Sensei loudly proclaimed, 
"This is of God. It is not sensationalism. It is the first time I have seen such a thing, but 
it is of God. We can’t pass you by." At this he broke down in tears exclaiming, "Tanaka 
San, I love you. I love you. I want you to get God’s blssing, too." He didn’t respond. 
 Then the pastor got up and quoted the portion where the Pharisees rebuked the 
people for praising God when King Jesus came riding in at the triumphal entry, 
"Hosannah!" Someone said, If these people should be quiet, even the stones would cry 
out. "Tanaka, are you a stone?" 
 Finally the young man came forward reluctantly and knelt and prayed, but it 
wasn’t real. The Spirit of God didn’t melt his heart. 
 Two weeks later the tent teams went out and went into a gas station to get some 
gas and water. Around the curve came a truck, hit Tanaka and he was instantly killed. 
That put the fear of God in all of us! 
 We thank God for the moving of His Spirit. The Holy Spirit was working 
overtime, but so was Satan in l953. The verse we all took was 2 Tim. l:7: We have been 
delivered from fear and received the spirit of "love and of power and of a sound mind." 
It is agreed that we shouldn’t touch an atom of His glory. We will henceforth glory in 
nothing but the cross of Christ 
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 However, while we experienced revival on the personal and social level, we 
called out to God for an omnipotent revival on a national level. Less than one per cent of 
Japan’s 92 million (now l25 million ) professing Christianity, nothing less than divine 
intervention will do. Japan’s greatest hour of prayer need is now and you must take the 
responsibility seriously. Of all the servants from Japan I know, I am the least in this 
revival to talk about Jesus. I have not yet graduated from revival kindergarten, and I feel 
that our responsibility for a divine revival is to add more fuel to make true revival start 
instead of dousing it with the bitter water of criticism. "It is no secret what God can do; 
what He’s done for others, he’ll do for you." 

 That was written March 25, l953.  
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Para-church Organizations and Revival 
 

A Workshop 
 

by Timothy M. Himei10 
 
 

 
I am a pastor of Akasaka Church in Tokyo and for 18 years I have been the General 

Director of Total Mobilization Evangelism called Sodoin Dendo, a para-church 
organization. I also serve on the board of directors of Dento Dantai Renraku Kyougikai, 
which is the JEA-like umbrella organization for para-church groups. 

It is a real pleasure and privilege to be able to be here at the Hayama Missionary 
Conference and share about para-church organizations and the part they can play in 
revival. I think my responsibility is to just give seed thoughts which we can discuss 
later. I think the best way to approach my talk is to look at three main topics: 1) para-
church organizations: purpose, role and benefits, 2) Para-church organizations: revival, 
and 3) para-church organizations: the future. 

 

Purpose, Role and Benefits 
 
We, as Christians, make up the Body of Christ. Local churches are gatherings of the 

Body of Christ for the purpose of worship, partaking of the sacraments, hearing and 
studying the Word and being encouraged and equipped for the ministry. 

I believe para-church ministries have a part in this overall ministry of the Body of 
Christ, particularly in the area of equipping the saints for the work of ministry and in 
professional fields. 

The word "para" means "beside" or "along-side" as in paraclete (John 14:16). Part of 
the Paraclete's ministry is to assist the saints in fulfilling the Lord's command. The 
ministry of para-church organizations, in its purest form, is to come alongside or beside 
to assist in the "enabling ministry" of the body of Christ. As the Lord blesses a para-
church ministry, I see this enabling ministry fulfilled in four ways. 

The first is to broaden the existing work of the church. That means to come 
alongside and give more scope and breadth to the existing work of the church. As I am a 
pastor, I'm always thinking about our church members and the finances of our church. 
So the scope gets smaller and narrower.  

                                                           
10 Timothy Himei has served as the pastor of Akasaka Church in Tokyo for about 10 
years and is also directing Sodoin Dendo. He is a graduate of Immanuel Seminary. 
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The second is to deepen the existing work and spiritual life of the church. This is by 

coming alongside and giving a challenge to the church that takes it deeper in its 
obedience to the Lord. 

The third is to connect, connect with churches and with ministries. The para-church 
group moves between groups and denominations and can act as a catalyst to bring 
together streams of revival that already exist to form rivers. 

Let me give you an example of how these three aspects are part of the vision and 
purpose of Sodoin Dendo. We work with churches in a certain area or prefecture. Our 
purpose is to motivate, train and mobilize leaders and congregations in that area or 
district for evangelism.  We work with leaders, both pastors and laymen, to encourage 
and equip their local church members. We use a basic textbook called "Good Witness." 
The purpose is to deepen church members' walk with the Lord and equip them for 
evangelism at home, school, and work and with many different types of relationships. 
Whole congregations are encouraged to pray together, deepen their fellowship and work 
together in new ways. By networking pastors, we hope to give a greater sense of vision 
and what the Lord is doing in an entire area. By mobilizing whole congregations, we 
hope to see churches become more obedient and effective in community outreach. 

The fourth is to create, create both vision and unique ministries that the local church 
does not have and services the local church has need of. I think this concept of 
specialization in ministry is a very important contribution the para-church group offers 
to the Body of Christ in Japan. An example of this would be the radio and television 
ministries which reach far beyond the small local church. In American the television 
ministry in some ways detracts from local church membership and participation. 
However in Japan, where many have yet to hear the Gospel, more pre-evangelism and 
direct evangelism are pressing needs. These ministries enhance the local church's 
ministry. This can also be seen in student ministries such as KGK, CSK, and Hi-BA and 
in the Kings Gardens ministry to the elderly. Individual churches would find it very 
difficult to mobilize a ministry to those specific groups. Denominations may have a 
greater pool of personnel and finances to draw from, but at present is there the vision 
within denominations to do this? The para-church group meets a vital need within the 
whole of the church's calling to take the Gospel to the entire culture. In some form and 
fashion, I think this is the vision and desire of all para-church organizations in Japan. 

I believe the weak link in this "alongside ministry" has been the lack of 
communication or the miscommunications between the churches and para-church 
groups. Harsh things have been said by both groups, that to our shame as Christians, 
have caused much grieving of the Holy Spirit. However, I believe from honest 
communication, a greater partnership for the sake of the Gospel can develop. 
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Revival 
 
Revival means different things to different people, but for this talk, I will call revival 

"an extraordinary advance of the church in a certain period of time." 
Japanese history teaches us of four such works of the Holy Spirit. The first occurred 

during the Edo Kirishitan age. Samurais learned a new culture and new style of living 
from foreigners; at the same time they learned Christianity. Christianity spread all over 
Japan rapidly. 

The second took place in the middle of Meiji. At that time, Japanese yearned after 
western culture and the Christian religion. Many missionaries came to Japan. Through 
their ministries, schools and hospitals were built and the work of ministry expanded. 

The third revival was during the beginning of the Showa era. Holiness groups 
emphasized the second coming of the Lord. Because of tension, many people came to 
the Lord. But gradually opinions on the second coming came into confrontation and at 
last the holiness church was split. 

The fourth revival occurred after the Second World War. The nation was in a state of 
confusion and brokenness. There was a hunger for something trustworthy and secure. 
Many interdenominational mission boards sent laborers into the Japanese harvest field 
after the war. The church grew steadily from 1945 to 1960. Para-church groups played 
an important role in this harvest time. 

Since revival is a sovereign act of the Lord, I believe it is important not to unduly 
praise the agents by which the Lord chooses to bring revival. He orchestrates history, 
events, people and times according to His perfect will. J. I. Packer writes. 

 
Men may organize conventions and campaigns, and seek God's blessing on 

them, but the only organizer of revival is God, the Holy Spirit. To be sure, revival 
comes in answer to prayer. Answered prayer will . . . highlight God's sovereignty as 
revival's only source and . . . show that all praise and glory of it must be given to 
Him alone. 

 
Jonathan Edwards says, "when God has something very great to accomplish for His 

church, it is His will that there should precede it, the extraordinary prayers of His 
people." 

I believe that the pressing need of the hour is for para-church groups and the church 
at large to unite in this spirit of extraordinary prayer. This is the reason why I am 
working with another para-church organization called "The Japan Evangelistic Prayer 
Band." This group's purpose is to motivate, train and mobilize Christians in their prayer 
life. We have a goal of raising up 2,000 prayer partners by the year 2000. 
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Future 
 

As never before the church is pressing on to take the Gospel to all the people of the 
earth. Many of these strategies and plans are being worked out with vision, 
communication and cooperation between church and para-church organizations. It 
seems that everywhere there is a new and deeper sense of cooperation for the sake of the 
Great Commission. Yet in Japan, we, many times, struggle over our roles. We hold to 
our party lines, many times at the expense of the glory of the Lord. As a member of a 
para-church organization, I believe we should set the pace in bridging the gaps in 
communication and relationships between ourselves and the church. There is too much 
at stake for us not to do this. 

I am not sure whether renewed cooperation and unity are the cause or the fruit of 
revival. However, I do know that Christian love and unity is always pleasing to the 
Lord. If He should show us favor, He may use us as His means of revival and make us a 
blessing to this nation.  

God, in mercy bless us; send us around the world with the news of Your saving 
power and Your eternal plan for all mankind. May everyone throughout the earth praise 
the Lord! (Psalm 67). 

Thank you for your attention. May the Lord bless our discussions from now. 
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What Then Is My Responsibility? 
 

Closing Devotion 
 

by David M. Moore11 
 

As we open the final service of the 1997 Hayama Missionary Seminar, I would like 
to express my great appreciation to Pastor Ariga for the deeply moving apology he made 
to us for the part his country played in delaying the progress of the gospel in the 
countries occupied by the Japanese military during the Pacific War. And while I cannot 
speak for everyone here, much less for all the Western missionaries in Japan, still as one 
missionary who has been in Japan for more than 25 years I want to express my apology 
to him and to the other Japanese brethren present for my failure to do a better job of 
mastering the Japanese language, of obtaining a deeper grasp of Japanese history and 
culture, and of being more aware of Japanese sensibilities at every level. I trust that he 
will accept this as something more than a superficial apology, but rather see it as a 
confession of sin as well, for which I must plead God's mercy in Jesus Christ, too. 

For our final devotion at this seminar focused on "revival" and "renewal," let me 
begin by reading from the Old Testament book of Nehemiah, chapter 9, verses 1-3, and 
5-21. This passage relates the great assembly of the people in fasting and sackcloth, as 
they besought the Lord to outpour his great blessing upon the people.  

 
Now in the twenty-fourth day of this month, the children of Israel were gathered 

with fasting and with sackcloth, and with earth upon them. And the seed of Israel 
separated themselves from all strangers, and stood and confessed their sins, and the 
sins of their fathers. And they stood up in their place, and read in the book of the law 
of the Lord their God a fourth part of the day. And another fourth part they confessed 
and worshipped the Lord their God. . . .  

Stand up and bless the Lord your God forever and ever. And blessed be Thy 
glorious Name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise. Thou, even Thou, art 
Lord alone. Thou hast made the heavens, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, 
the earth, and all things that are on it, the seas, and all that is in them, and Thou dost 
preserve them all. And the host of heaven worships Thee. Thou art the Lord, the God 

                                                           
11 David M. Moore has served as a missionary in Japan since 1968 with the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church. He is currently involved with church planting projects in 
Fukushima, Miyage, and Yamagata prefectures. He is a graduate of Hampden-Sydney 
College in Virginia and Westminster Theological Seminary and holds a Th.M. degree 
from Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. 
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 who chose Abraham and brought him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gave 

him the name of Abraham and found his heart faithful before Thee, and made a 
covenant with him to give him the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, 
and the Perizzite, and the Jebusite, and the Girgashite, even to give it to his seed. 
And Thou hast performed Thy words, for Thou art righteous. And Thou didst see the 
affliction of our fathers in Egypt, and didst hear their cry by the Red Sea, and didst 
give out signs and wonders upon Pharaoh and upon all his servants and upon all the 
people of his land. For Thou didst know that they were acting proudly against them. 
So Thou didst get Thee a name, as it is this day. And Thou didst divide the sea 
before them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on the dry land. And their 
pursuers Thou didst throw into the deep, like a stone into the mighty waters. 
Moreover, Thou didst lead them in the day by a cloudy pillar, and in the night by a 
pillar of fire, to give them light in the way in which they should go. And Thou didst 
come down upon Mount Sinai and spoke with them from heaven, and gave them 
right judgments and true laws, good statutes and commandments. And Thou didst 
make known to them Thy holy Sabbath, and commanded them commandments, 
statutes and laws, by the hand of Moses Thy servant. And Thou didst give them 
bread from heaven for their hunger, and brought forth water for them out of the rock 
for their thirst. And Thou didst promise them that they should go in to possess the 
land which Thou hadst sworn to give them. 

But they and our fathers acted proudly and hardened their necks and did not 
listen to Thy commandments. And they refused to obey, neither were they mindful 
of Thy wonders which Thou didst do among them. But they hardened their necks 
and in their rebellion appointed a captain to return to bondage. But Thou art a God 
ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 
didst not forsake them. Yea, when they had made a molten calf, and said, "This is 
your god who brought you up out of Egypt," and had worked great blasphemies, yet 
Thou in Thy great mercies did not forsake them in the wilderness. The pillar of 
cloud did not depart from them by day to lead them in the way, nor the pillar of fire 
by night, to show them light and the way in which they should go. Thou didst also 
give Thy good Spirit to teach them, and didst not withhold Thy manna from their 
mouth, and didst give them water for their thirst. And forty years Thou didst sustain 
them in the wilderness. They lacked nothing; their clothes did not become old, and 
their feet did not swell. 

  
This prayer continues for several more verses in the same vein—full of the praises of 

the sovereign covenant God of Israel, and full of deep confession of the sins of the 
people. "You are our God, abundant in grace and mercy; we are your people, but we 
have forsaken your law and broken your covenant. Have mercy on us and forgive our 
sins, according to your great love and grace." 



90 What Then is My Responsibility? 

 

 
 
  
Here we have what seems to me, based on the Biblical record, the two essential 

requisites of the outpouring of God's Spirit in Revival power, namely, 1) God's people in 
earnest prayer in praise of the glorious Name of their God, and 2) God's people in 
serious confession of their sins, seeking God's mercy and forgiveness. This combination 
occurs over and over again in Scripture, praise of God's name, coupled with confession 
of sin—that is what God is pleased to bless with a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
upon his church. 

Look with me at the book of Daniel chapter 9, beginning at verse 3: 
 

And I set my face toward the Lord God, to seek by prayer and holy desires, with 
fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes. And I prayed to the Lord my God and I made 
confession, and said, "O Lord, the great and fearful God, keeping the covenant and 
mercy to those who love him, and to those who keep his commandments, we have 
sinned and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, 
even by departing from Thy commandments and Thy judgments. Neither have we 
listened to Thy servants the prophets, who spoke in Thy Name to our kings, our 
princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. O Lord, righteousness 
belongs to Thee, but unto us the shame of faces, as it is today, to the men of Judah, 
and to the people of Jerusalem, and to all Israel who are near and who are far off, 
through all the countries where Thou hast driven them because of their sin which 
they sinned against Thee. O Lord, to us belongs a shame of face to our kings, to our 
princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against Thee. To the Lord our 
God belong mercies and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against him. Neither 
have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in his laws which he set 
before us by his servants the prophets. Yea, all Israel have transgressed Thy law, 
even by departing, that they might not obey Thy voice. Therefore the curse has been 
poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, 
because we have sinned against him. . . ." 

 
Daniel's prayer continued quite a bit longer, but God demonstrated that he was 

pleased to hear that kind of prayer by sending the angel Gabriel to give Daniel the 
prophecy concerning the cutting off of Messiah the Prince. 
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What was Isaiah's reaction when he caught glimpse of the glory of God? Listen to 

these words from Isaiah chapter six: 
 

I saw the Lord high and lifted up and his train filled the temple. Above it stood 
the seraphim . . . and one cried to another, and said, 'Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.' And the posts of the door moved at the voice of 
him who cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then I (Isaiah) said, 'Woe is me 
for I am undone, for I am a man of unclean lips and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips.' 

 
Isaiah saw God's glory and immediately bowed in confession of his sinfulness. Then 

God was pleased to cleanse his lips and send him to proclaim God's Word to a heedless 
people. 

And what do we read in the New Testament that the apostles were doing just before 
the outpouring of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost? They were gathered together in the 
upper room in earnest prayer—see Acts 1:13-14: "All of these [disciples] were 
continuing together in prayer and seeking unto God, with the women, and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with his brothers."  And a few days later, after the release of Peter 
and John from prison, we read that "they all lifted up their voice to God" and said, 

 
O Master, Thou art God, who didst make the sky and the earth and the sea, and 

all that are in them. Thou art he who, through the mouth of David Thy servant, did 
say, 'Why did the heathen rage, and the peoples think vain things? The kings of the 
earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against 
his Christ.' For truly against Thy holy child Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the heathen and the peoples of Israel, were gathered 
together to do whatsoever Thy hand and counsel before determined to be done. And 
now, O Lord, look upon their threats, and give to Thy servants to speak Thy word 
with all boldness, in the stretching forth of Thy hand for healing and miracles and 
wonders to come to pass through the name of Thy holy child Jesus. 

And when they had prayed, the place in which they were assembled was shaken, 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with 
boldness (Acts 4:24-31). 

 
So it seems to me that Scripture tells us that we cannot expect God to send forth his 

Spirit in the work of renewal and revival if we are not doing these two things: 1) 
spending time in deep and earnest prayer for such an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and 
2) seriously confessing our sins before Almighty God and pleading for his forgiveness. 
 Martin Lloyd-Jones has been mentioned at this conference already. I would 
encourage you to read his chapter on "Revival" in the volume entitled Christian Unity,  
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in his series of expository messages on Paul's Letter to the Ephesians. There he tells of 
some of the great things that God has done in some of the well-known seasons of 
Revival in the past hundred years or so. And this is how he defines a Revival: 
 

I would define a Revival as a repetition in some degree, or in some measure, of 
that which happened on the Day of Pentecost in Jerusalem, as recorded in the second 
chapter of the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. It is a pouring out, or pouring forth, 
of the Spirit of God upon a number of people at the same time. Sometimes it has 
involved one church, sometimes a district or a neighborhood, sometimes a whole 
country. The effect of this in general is that the Church is raised up to a new level of 
experience and of understanding; and at the same time many outside the Church, and 
some who are only nominally in the Church, are convicted and are converted and are 
brought into a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ (page 71) . 

 
He goes on to remark that there are many in the church today who seem to be against 

the whole idea of Revival and frown on praying for such events to happen. Generally, 
such people seem to be of two kinds: 1) those from churches with a strong sacramental 
emphasis, which believe that the Holy Spirit works primarily or entirely through the 
sacraments, particularly in the Eucharist. And 2) those among evangelical Christians 
who argue that Pentecost in all its aspects was a once-for-all outpouring of the Spirit 
upon the Church, which can never be repeated in any form. If either of these teachings is 
correct, then of course there is no room for what we have called Revival, we shouldn't 
pray for it, and our Hayama Seminar here has been a waste of time.  But I am convinced, 
as I am sure you are, that we in the church today deeply need a fresh outpouring of God's 
Spirit, we need to be revived, and we ought to be zealous in praying constantly for 
renewal. 

My friends, have you ever been "cut to the heart?" Have you ever come under such 
conviction of sin before a holy God that you could only weep and cry out, "God be 
merciful to me, a sinner?" That has happened to me. Pardon my making such a personal 
reference. The occasion was a theological conference in Pensacola Florida several years 
ago, and the speaker was a Reformed Baptist pastor named Al Martin, whose name may 
be familiar to some of you.  

In the course of expounding the parable of the sower, he came to the "rocky ground 
hearer." I know you all are familiar with that parable, but have you ever thought about 
the fact that at first, outwardly there is nothing at all to distinguish a "rocky ground 
hearer" from a "good ground hearer?" They both come under the preaching of the Word,  
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in both cases it falls on ready ears and they receive it with joy, they both continue in the 
fellowship of believers for a certain time. In other words, to all appearances, the "rocky 
ground hearer" looks like a Christian, acts like a Christian, and everyone thinks he is a 
Christian. It is only later that it becomes apparent that he never was a Christian in the 
first place.  

In the course of applying this section of the parable to his hearers, Mr. Martin 
referred to the case of Demas, and pled with us not to be like Demas. Demas's name 
appears only three times in Scripture. The first two times he is listed in the final 
greetings of Paul's letter to the church at Colosse, together with such faithful disciples 
and servants of the Lord as Tychicus, Epaphras, and Luke the beloved physician. In 
Philemon, he is described as Paul's "fellow-worker." But now listen to what Paul says 
about him at the conclusion of his second letter to Timothy: "Try to come to me quickly, 
for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has gone back to 
Thessalonica." There you have it—a "fellow-worker" of Paul's in devout company for 
several years, but in the end, just a "rocky ground hearer" who loved this present world! 
My friends, as Mr. Martin pointed that example at those who were listening to him, my 
heart was "cut to the quick," and I could only sit there weeping, and cry out to God for 
mercy, lest I turn out to be a Demas, too. 

Let me return to our main theme. What can we expect to happen if the Holy Spirit 
were to come upon us in a real Revival such as we've been talking about here at 
Hayama? Here's an example of what would probably happen. It comes from some years 
ago, when many of those who had experienced the great Welsh revival of 1904-5 were 
still alive. A young pastor had been reading of the way that the Spirit had moved 
unforgettably over the whole nation of Wales so that the foundations were shaken and 
people turned to the Lord in great numbers. He sought out an old elder who had been 
deeply involved in that time of Revival and asked him to recall something of his 
experiences. The young pastor said, "It must have been a thrilling time for all of you 
who were there. Your hearts must have been full of the joy of the Lord, and you really 
enjoyed spending the days praising the Name of the Lord, right?" The old elder replied, 
"No, it wasn't like that at all. We were in great fear, because we knew we were sinners. 
We wanted to find a hole somewhere to hide in!" 

That's the sign of a true Revival. When the Holy Spirit comes, he comes in power to 
convict men and women of their sin and transgressions before a holy God. He shows 
people the pure majesty and glory of a mighty God, and paints in contrast the awful 
ugliness of their sinful hearts. He drives men to their knees as they seek to flee from 
God's wrath, and shows them the dying Savior crucified to bear God's curse upon sin as 
the only remedy for their wickedness. If we want true Revival to come, it must begin as  
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we fall in repentance before God's holy Throne, and confessing our sins to him, seek his 
mercy and forgiveness.  

Let me read some notes from a previous Welsh Revival, the one that happened in the 
late 1850's. Apparently this was an extension of the Revival that began in North 
America in 1857, and spread across the Atlantic Ocean to reach the nations of Ireland 
and Wales in particular in 1858 and 1859. The record is in the slim volume, The Welsh 
Revival, published by the Banner of Truth Trust.  

 
A man had been plied with some ardent spirits (i.e., alcohol) by some evil-

disposed persons with a view to create a disturbance, and thus to injure the revival 
movement. Instead of this he went home, and as he passed by the minister's house, 
he began to cry aloud for mercy. The arrow of conviction had pierced his heart. He 
called there again the next morning, overwhelmed with a sense of his lost condition; 
and on the following night he became a candidate for church membership (p. 92). 

The drunkards, swearers, and Sabbath breakers are now seeking pardon from 
that merciful God whom they have offended, and are endeavoring to flee from the 
wrath to come. One hardened young man, who often got drunk, said to some of his 
companions that this wonderful work would not cause him to forsake his evil ways; 
but in less than half an hour he was seized with a feeling that caused him to cry out 
for mercy, or he would eternally perish. He is now amongst them a sinner saved 
through grace. Another young man said he would get something to drink, so as to be 
fit to persecute those of his acquaintances that he knew were assembled there. He 
approached the place and shouted, "I am Saul of Tarsus coming to persecute you, 
lads;" but before he left the place he became sober enough, and began to cry for 
mercy, and was laid low at the foot of the cross (p. 103). 

Many of the newly awakened seek for mercy, because they need it, and again 
praise God for his pardoning grace when they have found it. Great truths which have 
been read and heard before without the least concern, are now become realities. The 
soul is in danger—on the brink of, almost in hell; they see it—they feel it; and in 
deep mental distress cry for deliverance. A Savior is revealed to them in their 
despair; they behold him—believe in him; they are rescued—saved; they know it, 
they rejoice, and in forgetfulness of themselves, and indifferent to all around, they 
sometimes leap for joy! (italics in original) (p. 129).  

It is singular that the greatest sinners, and the most profligate, were amongst 
those that were first convinced and converted. When these were present in the means  
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of grace, especially in the prayer-meetings, a sense of awful condemnation, and an 
agonizing dread of God's wrath, seemed to overwhelm them, so that they were 
forced to cry aloud for mercy. Sometimes they would fall down on their knees, and, 
one after the other, pray of their own accord for five or ten minutes; others, again, 
seeing and hearing these, were so deeply affected that there would be nothing done, 
seen, or heard, but loud sobbing, weeping, and wailing, by all present. Again, 
perhaps a brother would attempt to pray, but his feelings would soon be so 
overpowered that he would be obliged to sit down, or rather as was the case with 
many, fall down on their faces, to try to suppress their feelings. Sometimes you 
could hear half-a-dozen pray at the same time, in an under-tone, quite unconscious 
of each other. It is the broken prayers of the most abandoned characters, confessing 
their sins and crying for mercy in their simple and childlike language, that affect 
people the most. I will defy the hardest and the most callous sinner to remain five 
minutes within hearing of these prayers without being melted into tears. In fact, they 
are not prayers, but the broken accents and the agonizing groans of souls, held, as it 
were, over the flames of hell (p. 51). 

 
There is more, much more, but these excerpts should serve to make it clear that one 

irrepressible aspect that invariably accompanies a true Revival when God pours out His 
Holy Spirit on the church, is a deep conviction of sin, a crying out for God's mercy and a 
real sense of God's forgiveness promised through the Lord Jesus Christ. What then is my 
responsibility? Neither you nor I can presume to tell God when he should be pleased to 
pour out the Spirit, but on the basis of what I have been trying say, I would urge first of 
all that those who seek Revival be much in praise for God's sovereign mercy in Christ, 
and that we be in earnest supplication that he be pleased to give us a measure of his 
Spirit to bring Revival. And secondly, that we make humble confession of our own 
sinfulness before him, and seek his forgiveness through the full and complete 
satisfaction of justice that our Savior accomplished for us on the cross of Calvary. These 
two things, I believe, are the essential elements of a true Revival, both as precursor and 
as accompaniment. God grant that we may see such a true Revival in our time here in 
Japan. Amen. 
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